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Commander 
Cdr. Lisa Fegan, P

I want to thank everyone who attended, participated in and 
helped with the commander’s cruise this year. 

I am very proud that the squadron has such a cohesive group 
of members.  You are a great team!

  We had four 
fantastic boat 
cocktail 
parties this 
year. (You can’t 
call them boat 
crawls because 
we had one 
boat per 
party. )  The 
series started 
in Annapolis 

on True Love with the crew’s Goombay Smash. Then Milky Way 
stepped in with Cherry Bombs in St. Michaels, followed by Shaken & 
Stirred with their 007 theme martinis. Finally Foxy Lady (combined 
with Meriway) offered delightful food and full bar setup at Haven 
Harbour in Rock Hall. 

I had a Hawaiian theme for this cruise, so we had a Parrot 
Head cocktail party and a luau – with everything from a hula contest 
to a series of challenging games on the beach. 

Continued on Page 2

Cruise kudos
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It’s About Time with Captain Bruce and Lisa Fegan
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2017-2018 Bridge 
Commander 
Cdr Lisa Fegan, P 
579 Powderhorn Road 
King of Prussia, PA 19406 
C:  610-496-4301 
H:  610-337-4785 
lbfegan@verizon.net   

Executive Officer 
Lt/C John Beardsley 
207 Chandler Drive 
West Chester, PA 19380 
C:  484-354-7362 
johnbeardsley48@gmail.com  

Administrative Officer  
Lt/C Patricia Visich 
1205 Lancaster Ave. 
Berwyn, PA  19312-1244 
C:  610-235-7693 
H:  610-296-9291 
pattivisich@gmail.com 

Educational Officer 
P/C Nick Montalto, SN 
2742 Apple Valley Road  
Audubon, PA 19403 
C:  610-308-1235 
nickmontalto@gmail.com  

Asst. Educational Officer 
P/D/Lt/C James Heckman, SN 
422 Houston Road  
Ambler, PA 19002-3431 
C:  215-219-6603 
JLHeckman4929@gmail.com  

Secretary  
Lt/C Cynthia L. Gorge, JN* 
16 Richard Lee Lane 
Phoenixville, PA  19460 
H:  610-864-6581 
aceclg@gorgefamily.com  

Treasurer 
P/C Wayne Barrett, JN*  
33 Park Ave.  
East Fallowfield, PA  19320 
C:  484-678-5137 
H:  610-384-0744  
wrfbarrett@comcast.net

I can’t thank Robert and Debbie Simpkins enough for working 
tirelessly to make the games fun. Aferward, the Chesapeake Market & 
Deli in Herrington Harbour provided a great buffet dinner. 

The cruise was also all about flexibility – in Mears Point the 
wine and cheese gathering / speaker was cancelled, so we pooled our 
appetizers and snacks and met anyway.  Just another party!

I know this cruise is a lot of work, and here’s a huge Thank You 
to Russ and Barb Jones, who again did an outstanding job planning and 
organizing everything. We started planning the stops in November 
over dinner at the Black Powder Tavern. What’s amazing is that I 
came with my list of places I wanted to go and Russ had the same list! 

Staying for two days at the stops made for more socializing and 
relaxing. 

Don’t forget to check out the flyers and calendar in this issue 
for events this week, in August and into the fall.  See you on the water 
— or near it!

Click here to 
find us on Facebook!

Cruise kudos, continued from Page 1

On the beach 
at Herrington 
Harbour 
South, with 
Debbie and 
Rob Simpkins 
demonstrating 
the coconut-
hula hoop 
challenge. 

More cruise 
photos appear 
on pages 
15-17.
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After spending 10 days cruising the 
Chesapeake on Shaken & Stirred, I was rudely 
reminded that it was time to get back to business 
when I returned to work and found over 300 
emails!  Among them were several bits of news 
from District 5 and National.

The biggest news is that the United States 
Power Squadrons board of directors has approved 
using the phrase “America’s Boating Club” in the 
marketing of USPS squadrons.  An additional 
logo is also now available.  These changes have 
been in the works for some time.  Tammy Brown, 
national director of marketing, has said that 
response to this change has been extremely 
positive, although there has been some 
grumbling. 

Details are still being worked out, but I 
believe that updating the phrase and logo will 
more accurately reflect what USPS is about and 
will certainly help squadrons recruit new, younger 
members.  [The logo appears on Page 11.]

District 5 is offering $25 prizes to winners 
in the poster contest for children, ages 6-14. 
More details are on Page 19.

If you haven’t done so already, please 
review the latest issue of the USPS Compass.  Two 
articles are particularly interesting. 

They are at http://theensign.org/
uspscompass/index.html.

The first is about having a hurricane plan.  
The second is about steps you can take to deter 
thieves from targeting your boat.  

Full disclosure:  These articles also 
intersect with my day job of advising people 
regarding risk management. 

 A hurricane is one of the most destructive 
forces on earth.  How you’re affected is partly a 
matter of being in the right — or wrong — spot 
when a hurricane hits.  

While protecting property is secondary to 
the safety of persons, you can probably lessen 
your property damage from a hurricane by being 
prepared and taking steps outlined in the article.

The other article addresses making your 
boat less attractive to thieves.  Interestingly, it 
mentions the “talkative stranger” whom we’ve all 
met at some point on the dock, who asks a lot of 
questions about your boat’s features and 
equipment.  Rather than just being a friendly 
person, that stranger may be “casing” your boat 
for a later theft.

If you’re unfortunate enough that your 
boat is damaged in a hurricane or hit by thieves, 
your boat insurance policy should mitigate your 
loss, if you have adequate coverage.  Any 
insurance agent can tell you stories of clients who 
took a large hit because they were not adequately 
covered at the time of a loss.  

Rather than become the subject of an 
agent’s story, review your policy’s coverage limits 
every couple of years. As with any risk, damage 
and theft from boats is a matter of managing risk 
rather than reacting to it. 

Take the time now to read those articles. 

Executive Officer 
Lt/C John Beardsley

Changes afoot, and cautions for boat owners

http://theensign.org/uspscompass/index.html
http://theensign.org/uspscompass/index.html
http://theensign.org/uspscompass/index.html
http://theensign.org/uspscompass/index.html
http://theensign.org/uspscompass/index.html
http://theensign.org/uspscompass/index.html
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Administrative Officer 
Lt/C Patricia Visich 

Campers request encore for the Virtual Trainer

This summer we introduced 
the Virtual Trainer to scores of young 
men and women.  More than 80 
campers lined up to pilot a virtual 
boat at the 50th Patriot Days 
Encampment at the Daniel Boone 
Homestead in June.  

We set up a tent and ran the 
trainer off a generator.   We also met 
a few Scout leaders who asked us to 
set up ABC classes at their location. 
They said that scouts need to get a 
Pennsylvania Boater Education 
certificate to earn certain merit 
badges.  

It was worthwhile outreach 
because they have already sent a 
thank you note and asked us to attend 
next year’s event.  

We would like to thank the United States 
Power Squadron for attending the 50th Patriot Days 
Encampment. Your attendance was a great success. 
Saturday evening while talking to the different youth 
groups attending the encampment; they were all stating 
[that] those who got to try the simulator liked it. The 
others stating the line was so long at your stand. You 
were a big hit. 

Thank you again for attending and we hope to 
see you next year. 

Y.H.S.  
James White 
Patriot Days Encampment Committee	

Calendar check:  This is the last call for 
the Commander’s and Veterans’ picnics. 

Commander’s Picnic - 6 pm on 
Wednesday,  Aug. 2, at Lisa and Bruce Fegans’s 
house in King of Prussia, PA.  

Annual Veterans’ Picnic - 11 am to 3 
pm on Saturday,  Aug. 5, at Skipjack Cove Marina, 
Georgetown, MD.

Mini Cruise - on August 26-27 at Mears 
Great Oak Landing, Chestertown, MD. Beach 
picnic begins at 6 pm Aug. 26.

 Ex-Com and Meeting - 5:30 pm on 
Sept. 9, in the pavilion on the lower level deck, at 
Schaefer’s Canal House, Chesapeake City, MD.  

Patriot Days campers line up to try the Virtual Trainer.  
Photo by Frank Visich
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Educational Officer 
P/C Nick Montalto,  SN

Take or teach a Fall class.  Or do both!
We are preparing four Fall 2017 classes which are 

scheduled to start in September. 
America’s Boating Course, offered through 

Chester County Night School at Phoenixville Middle 
School, starts Sept. 18th for four Monday nights. 

Seamanship, also offered through Chester County Night School at Phoenixville Middle School, 
starts September 18th for eight Monday nights. Register through www.chestercountynightschool.org.

 Two advanced classes — Advanced Piloting and Navigation — are also being offered in the 
Fall.  Both courses have prerequisites and are not being offered to the public through Chester County 
Night School. Advanced Piloting requires the Piloting course as prerequisite.  Navigation requires the 

Junior Navigation course.
Navigation will be taught online by P/R/C Bill 

McManimen, SN and P/D/Lt/C Jim Heckman, SN. 
Advanced Piloting will be a classroom course 

taught by P/C Russ Jones, SN.  The venue for 
Advanced Piloting is yet to be selected. 

We need instructors for the Seamanship and 
America’s Boating Course offerings. I will be 
contacting those of you who I know can teach those 
courses to request your assistance for some, not all, 
of the weekly classes. 

We need new instructors. We cannot continue 
to offer classes with only four instructors.
 Jim Heckman and I made a presentation of our 
course offerings to the Philadelphia Sailing Club. 
Only one or two members had interest in our 
advanced classes, but there was a great deal of 
interest in our seminars. I anticipate that we will 
teach two seminars on a Saturday, sometime in the 
fall.

“We need new instructors.  
We cannot continue to offer classes  

with only four instructors.”

http://www.chestercountynightschool.org
http://www.chestercountynightschool.org
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Wednesday August 2, 2017 

                               
      Mojitos    

 
 
Time:      6:00 pm   (we will have a short Ex-Com meeting during the evening)      
Place:      Fegans’ Home, 579 Powderhorn Rd., King of Prussia, PA   19406  
RSVP:     By July 26th!!   Tell me what you will be bringing 
To:          Cdr Lisa Fegan 
                610-496-4301      lbfegan@verizon.net   
                            

Let’s Make This A Fun Party!!! 
Good Music, Good Food & Good Friends!! 

 
I will make the main dishes: 

Pulled Pork 
Cranberry Chicken 

Something Vegetarian  
 

I will also have drinks: Wine, Mojitos, Water, Soda & Ice Tea 
(If you want anything else, please bring it) 

 
Please Bring a Dish to Share.  We Need:   

Appetizers, Salads, Sides & Desserts 
 

And bring chairs – we will be dining outside under the stars! 
 

Las
t C

all
!
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MLSPS Annual 
Veterans’ Picnic 

Saturday,	August	5,	2017			11:00-3:00	

Skipjack	Cove	Marina	
																			Georgetown,	MD	

				Here’s	your	opportunity	to	thank	our	
veterans	for	a	job	well	done.	Come	to	
Skipjack	Cove	Yachting	Resort	on	the	
Sassafras	for	a	picnic	with	our	Wounded	

Warriors	to	show	your	appreciation.		
					We	will	be	in	the	large	pavilion	next	to	the	restaurant.		

Menu:		Hamburgers,	hot	dogs,	potato	salad,	coleslaw,	baked	beans,	
homemade	desserts,	and	drinks.	

				Members,	we	need	homemade	desserts!	Please	let	us	know	what	
you	will	bring	for	the	veterans.	

$20.		per	person	

**************************************************	

Reserve	your	spot	NOW	by	returning	this	slip	with	your	check	to:	

John	Beardsley,	207	Chandler	Drive			West	Chester,	PA	19380	Cell:	484-354-7362			
Information:	johnbeardsley48@gmail.com	

Name(s)	_____________________________________	
$20.	X	_______=	____________	

I	will	bring	a	homemade	dessert	________					which	is:	_______________________	

RSVP	

NOW!	
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A gem of a diesel repair safety tip
By Stuart Kaplan, AP 
Squadron Safety Officer

Scott Segal, a lead instructor of the Diesel 
Repairs course at the Annapolis School of 
Seamanship, finds that repairing diesels and 
teaching boaters how to repair them are 
absorbing.  

Segal may not remember his students’ 
names, but he addresses his students by the 
names and models of diesel in their boats.  In 
addition to learning diesel theory and anatomy, 
his students spend much of their time repairing 
diesels under his supervision.  

Electric currents and circuits are 
intimately involved in diesel operation and 
breakdowns.  DC current from onboard 
batteries activates the starter motor.  

Diagnosing circuit problems between the 
battery and starter motor is an important skill 
for student diesel repair mechanics to begin to 
master.  Alternators that generate electricity for 
the battery are another source of circuitry.  

There are many sources of stray current 
from the battery, including short circuits and 
loose connections.  In addition to the DC 
current provided by the battery, powerful AC 
currents are provided by shore power.  

Poor grounding is a major additional 

source of stray current from AC shore power.  
Stray current is also generated by the 

simple difference in the electric potential 
between boats (galvanic currents).  Galvanic 
currents are the currents that necessitate zincs 
on propeller shafts and inside most diesels so 
that metals that more easily conduct current are 
sacrificed to spare other metals on the boat that 
would otherwise be destroyed.

Stray currents from all of these sources 
may run through the metal covers of the engine 
parts.  Touching a current may lead to a dull 
throbbing sensation.  If a piece of metal jewelry 
touches stray currents, the electricity will flow to 
the jewelry, which can seriously burn the victim.  

 Segal tells an anecdote of a mechanic 
who touched a diesel while wearing his wedding 
ring.  The ring became burning hot, and welded 
itself to the engine.  The mechanic pulled his 
finger free, tearing skin and many finger muscles. 
He lost the use of that finger permanently.  

First aid in that case entails stopping the 
current and cooling the body part with water.

 Segal briefly inspects each student to 
insure that he or she is not wearing jewelry 
before each engine repair assignment.  

Remember:  When working on diesels, 
don’t wear jewelry.

Main Line thanks Clews and Strawbridge for providing  
            classroom space for our boating courses.

      Clews & Strawbridge
      310 Lancaster Pike, Frazer, PA 19355

https://www.clewsboats.com/ 
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Fleet Captain 
P/C Jim Friedrichs, JN*

Kent Narrows is navigable, despite shoaling
I recently had the opportunity to traverse the Kent Island Narrows between LT 4 and LT 6.  The 

water depth was more than adequate for our 4.5-foot draft vessel.  
The Western edge of the channel has shoaled as previously reported.  To accommodate this the 

red markers have been moved East, which has narrowed the channel.  The new channel width is, 
however, sufficient for inbound and outbound vessels to pass safely, if the helmspersons are attentive.

Problems with local aids to navigation are listed below.
• Swan Point Shoal Channel Range          Front Light Extinguished
• South River Light 4                   Light Extinguished
• Eastport Harbor Jetty Light 3              Light Extinguished
• Broad Creek Day Beacon 4                Daymark missing
• Upper Elk River Bouy 16                  Off station

Floating & Fixed Slips < 
Transients Welcome < 
Passages Bar & Grill <

 Fuel Dock <
Full-Service Yacht Yard <

19 Room Inn <
Seasonal Slips Available <

RESORT & MARINA • BOATYARD • INN
Chesapeake Bay • Rock Hall, MD
HAVENHARBOUR.COM • 800.506.6697

A PL ACE THAT HAS IT  ALL? SHORETHING

Thanks, MLSPS 
cruisers,  for   
your visit! 

Enjoy our:  
pool  
restaurants  
bike rentals 
central location

Open every day 
until 8:30/dusk 
for fuel! 

410-745-2400 
Like us on 
Facebook!  
Follow Us On 
Twitter!

http://www.facebook.com/stmichaelsmarina
http://www.facebook.com/stmichaelsmarina
http://www.facebook.com/stmichaelsmarina
http://twitter.com/dockhouse1
http://twitter.com/dockhouse1
http://www.facebook.com/stmichaelsmarina
http://www.facebook.com/stmichaelsmarina
http://www.facebook.com/stmichaelsmarina
http://twitter.com/dockhouse1
http://twitter.com/dockhouse1
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By P/C Lance Parry, AP*
Here’s a two-part review of "Dunkirk," 

the Christopher Nolan epic depicting what's 
been called "the greatest small-boat rescue story 
in history" -- over 300,000 Allied, mostly British 
-- soldiers evacuated from northern France in 
early WW II. 

Part 1: Great dramatizations of soldiers 
awaiting rescue on the beaches and in the water; 
exhilarating dogfights between Spitfires vs. 
Messerschmidts; compelling subplot of a small-
boat captain (superb Mark Rylance) facing an 

agonizing choice; debatable virtual absence of 
Churchill's role until the very end. 

Part 2: Seen in Imax (and you must), it's 
TOO DAMN LOUD for many viewers. Chair-
shaking, chest-bursting, ear-splitting loud. 

So loud that Internet forums (Reddit) 
debate decibel levels. So loud, some Imax viewers 
resort to earplugs, or wish they could.

Deliberately painfully loud, says Nolan, to 
create an overwhelming sense in the viewer of 
being under constant bombardment, nowhere to 
hide, losing all hope.

Too loud? You'll have to decide.

Production by:
Mike

Please note: Ad proofs are sent in low resolution to expedite transmission
Please proof carefully, sign and return today.

A signed approval of this proof is required for publication of your ad. Please return the proof within 24 hours. 
You may make as many changes as you like to this proof. However, after this point changes will be charged 

($70/hour). Our errors will, of course, be corrected at any point without charge. 

Completed ad is copyrighted material and property of Chesapeake Bay Communications, Inc. 

      Approved       Approved with changes

Signature_________________________________________________________________

Please return proof to:____________________________   FAX #:__________________________               

Rock Hall, MD 410–639–7011    
WWW.GMARINA.COM

 Mechanical/fiberglass repair               
 Rigging/electronics/AC         
 Carpentry/refinishing
  refinishing

 Hauling boats to 60’
 Easy Access Fuel Dock
 Slips on the Bay
 Slipholder’s lounge, WiFi

ABYC Certified TechniciansABYC Certified Technicians

IT’S NOT JUST KNOWING BOATS,
 IT’S KNOWING PEOPLE

   
 Fuel D

ock Now Open!!

Chesapeake Bay
Magazine

Chesapeake Bay
Magazine

Located on Swan Creek
20786 Rock Hall Ave., Rock Hall, MD

410-639-2194    www.ospreypoint.com

Floating Dock Marina
Restaurant & Bar

16 Charming Rooms

Slips Available

Inn  Restaurant  Marina

Slips Available

The Eastern Shore’s Premiere Resort Marina

Gratitude-MAG 616.indd   1 5/2/16   10:29 AM

“Dunkirk” Sounds like a great movie -- and it is
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  Thank you again, All Points 
Main Line Sail and Power Squadron thanks All Points, Inc. for again sponsoring our squadron’s 
All-American Veterans’ Picnic for veterans from the Wilmington, VA Medical Center.   

All Points Logistics is a designated Service-Disabled Veteran-Owned Small Business serving 
government agencies and corporations across the United States. Please consider All Points for 
all of your software, cyber security, cloud, mobility, and endpoint technology needs.   

For more information contact Mike Clark at 571-246-5914  or at mclark@allpointsllc.com 

 

 

	

	

	 	

 The D5 Fall Education Conference, to be 
held in October, will offer one of the first 
opportunities to display a new marketing logo 
and slogan recently adopted by USPS.

USPS is urging districts and 
squadrons to make enthusiastic use 
of the new tools.

The logo/slogan will be 
featured on conference-branded 
polo shirts, as well as in various 
other ways throughout the  
weekend, according to Lance Parry, conference 
organizing chairman, including on registration 
forms, posters and table placards.  Watch for 
more information on how to order a conference 
polo shirt, coming soon in an email to you. 

The conference will be Oct. 26-29, at the 
Valley Forge Casino Resort/Radisson in King of 
Prussia, PA.

Registration information will be available 
soon. You’ll want to reserve a room 
at the Radisson for a couple of 
nights, even if you live nearby, 
because you’ll want to be where the 
action is all weekend, and because 
D5 needs as many room 
reservations as possible to meet the 

minimums agreed to with the casino. Rooms also 
include a voucher to enter the casino. 

MLSPS is host, with assistance from 
Delaware River Sail and Power Squadron and the 
Delhigh Power Squadron. 

New logo to debut at Fall Education Conference at Valley Forge resort
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Mini Cruise
August 26-27,2017

Come by land or sea!

●
●
●

…
●

●
●
●

2170 Great Oak Landing
Chestertown, MD  21620

410-778-5007 (2101) or 1-800-Landing
MearsGreatOakLanding.com
Lat 39.2647 - Long 76.2041
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COME BY LAND  
OR SEA 

STAY AWHILE 

					Ex-Com/Dinner	Meeting	
	Saturday,	September	9,	2017	

		

	

The	Pavilion	at	Schaefer’s		

			5:30	PM	

	

				

Schaefer’s		

Canal	House	

208	Bank	Street	

Chesapeake	City,	MD	

410-885-7200	

RSVP	

Patti	Visich	

1205	Lancaster	Ave	

	Berwyn,	PA	19312	

pattiv@verizon.net	

610-235-7693	

Enjoy	the	music!	Sherwood	Brothers	Trio	plays	6-10	pm	
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By Lt/C Patti Visich 
Administrative Officer

As we end our summer cruise (which was a 
blast),  I would like to tell you about being at the 
helm of Flyin V.  

When Frank and I bought 
our 37-foot Seidelmann in 2013, he 
said it would be fun to sail on the 
Cheaspeake Bay.  I said, “NO,” we 
are not buying a boat.  I am afraid 
of water and the last time I had 
been on a boat (many moons ago) I 
got so seasick I swore I would 
never set foot on a boat again! 

After seeing the boat and 
after some convincing from Frank, 
we bought her and decided to take 
her to Maine (where Frank’s 
brother Paul and sister-in-law live).  
And since Frank and Paul took a 
sailing course for ONE week, they 
said they could  sail this boat!!!!!!!!  

Fast forward to 2017.  We 
brought Flyin V back to Rock Hall, 
Md., where I started to learn the basics of sailing.  
Since it was now just the two of us and I am 
vertically challenged, we thought it best if I was 
at the helm and he was the dock/deck beast.  It 
has worked out very well, but I felt limited in 
where to go and scared to death about docking 
her in a slip!  Let alone backing up!!!! OMGOSH!

This year Jim and Sue Friedrichs said they 
were not going on the cruise except for the last 
weekend.   Frank and I decided to ask them to go 
on the cruise with us.  They have sailed on the 
Chesapeake Bay more than 40 years.  

It was a WIN WIN situation!  Jim and 
Sue would be able to dock the boat and I could  
watch and learn.  

Our first slip was at the Annapolis Yacht 
Basin. As I was ready to 
give Jim the wheel, he 
said, “Oh no, you have 
to take her in”!!!!!  I 
looked at him like,  
“ARE YOU 
KIDDING ME,” but 
he walked me into the 
slip turn by turn.  
Backing out was 
another problem. I 
panicked, so Frank 
took over.  But from 
then on I listened to 
Jim because he  was a 
great teacher and he 
taught me how to dock 
Flyin V at Herrington 
Harbor South 
(including turning in 
the fairway and pulling 

up to the fuel dock), St. Michaels Marina, Mears 
Point Marina and then back at Rock Hall.  

What a ride!  After trying to wrap my 
head around which way to turn the wheel, 
marking it with blue tape so I would know which 
way to turn when backing up, and remembering 
Port and Starboard, I can finally say I feel much 
more comfortable with the Flyin V.  

A HUGE thank you to Jim and Sue (she 
was a great crew member), who shared their 
wealth of knowledge of the Bay with us!

The Old Salt and the Newbie

Patti at the helm of Flyin V with Jim Friedrichs
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Hawaiian theme flavored this year’s cruise
Cdr Lisa Fegan’s decision to 
have a Hawaiian night 
brought out cruisers’ inner 
hula moves. Contests and 
beach games pitted teams 
against each other and kept 
the action lively.  

Many thanks to all the  
photographers, including 
Rita Rossi, Frank Visich, Lisa 
Fegan, Patty Pezely, and 
Lance and Ginny Parry.  

Look for more photos on our 
Facebook page.
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The cruise, finally, is about cruising 
(and relaxing). At right, members 
took a brief cruise on the skipjack 
HM Krentz to learn more.  Above, 
D/C C.M. Kohlenberg (in gold shirt) 
joined the cruise for a party and a 
presentation about Poplar Island.
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   John Beardsley 
               845 West Chester Pike 
              West Chester, PA 19380 
                          484-200-7511 
                  jbeardsley@farmersagent.com 

Auto   Home   Small Business   Life   Boats 
          

        Licensed in PA and Maryland 

MLSPS cruisers in good spirits after completing the beach challenges at the luau party in Herrington 
Harbor South.  Seated at front are game organizers Rob and Debbie Simpkins. Deb and Bill Northey, who 
are standing at right, won the best dressed award for their matching outfits.  
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You can avoid this shocking surprise
By P/C George Painter III, JN 

While “shaking down” Whimsey for the 
MLSPS summer cruise, Jan and I had a nasty 
surprise.  

Some of you may recall I wrote an article 
for the Pilot a few years ago reminding everyone 
to inspect their shore power cords for signs of 
heat damage.  

I took my own advice 
and was in the habit of 
checking both plug ends 
and keeping them anointed 
with an appropriate anti-
corrosion preparation.  (I 
use Boeshield T-9).   

You can imagine my 
shock this year when I 
disconnected the shore 
power from the Hubbell 
connection and discovered 
not only evidence of 
scorching but also that the 
“hot” pin had pulled out of 
the boat’s Hubbell fixture, 
but was still attached to the 
cord’s female end by normal 
friction.  

Even more curious was 
the fact that until I 
disconnected the power 
cord, all of the 110-volt 
power systems aboard were 
working normally.  We had been asleep in the 
forward cabin with the air conditioner running.

When I unscrewed the Hubbell plug 
fixture from the hull, I discovered melted plastic 
and scorching inside the body of the fixture – not 
scorching at the contact of the blade in the 
female contact on the cord.

My conclusion is that the Hubbell fixture 
was mounted above the engine compartment 
and that the screw that traps the hot 110-volt 

feed had loosened a little bit 
over 17 years from vibration 
and from the twisting 
motion when I connected 
and disconnected the cord.  
        This movement 
loosened the connection 
with the internal screw and 
thus generated heat, which 
melted the plastic 
surrounding the screw/wire/
blade connection.
        I replaced the Hubbell 
fixture, cleaned the wire, 
and liberally applied a 
dielectric grease to the 
internal connections.  
        Later I pulled the 
fixture and re-torqued the 
connector screw just to be 
confident the connection 
was sound.  (And it is; it 
performed perfectly on this 
year’s cruise.)
        If your boat has the 

Hubbell fixture in an accessible location, it is a 

Continued on next page

 Top photo shows burn marks inside of fixture – 
not in the cord.  Lower photo shows melted spot 
inside fixture below the blade to cord. 
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simple matter to remove the four screws holding 
the fixture to the hull or deck to inspect the 
screws connecting the wire and the blades.  

Make sure they are all clean and tight.  
Maybe re-attaching them with a bit of 

dielectric grease wouldn’t be a bad idea either.                              
Two final thoughts: First, this incident 

reinforces my belief that it is a good idea to 
disconnect the shore power completely when the 
boat is unattended. 

Second, install enough fire extinguishers so 
one is always located between you and potential 
sources of fire (don’t allow a fire source between 
you and a fire extinguisher!)

Avoiding a shocking surprise, 
Continued from previous page

							 	2017	UNITED	STATES	POWER	SQUADRONS®	
																 							NATIONAL	YOUTH	POSTER	CONTEST	

	 District	5	will	now	award	a	$25	cash	prize	to	the	first-place	winner	  
in	each	age	group.		There’s	s=ll	=me	to	make	and	mail	posters	with	this	theme:	 

	 	 “All	Boaters	Are	Welcome	to	the	Neighborhood”	
THE	CONTEST	IS	OPEN	TO	ALL	CHILDREN	AGES	6-14	

in	three	age	groups:		 
6	to	8	Years,	9	to	11	Years,	12	to	14	Years	
Deadline	for	submission	—	Sept.	1,	2017	

For	rules	and	details	of	where	to	send	posters,	go	to:		 
	hKp://www.usps.org/naMonal/membership/memcom/awards_index.html	

D5	judging	will	be	at	the	2017	Fall	Conference

UPDA
TE!

 
Whether you are visiting Rock 
Hall to relax and enjoy the  
scenery or for one of the many 
town events,  Rock Hall Landing 

Marina features full-fingered floating docks with 75 deep water slips 
available for seasonal and transient berthing.  Each slip has full 
electric, water, free WiFi.  Pumpout is available.  We can accommo-
date transient vessels up to 130 ft.   We also offer an on-site pool.  
Enjoy the quaint charm of Rock Hall — we’re the closest marina to 
town so it’s an easy walk or bike ride away.

A First Class Marina 
With Direct Access  
To The Bay

5657 South Hawthorne Avenue   Rock Hall, Maryland  21661  
  410-639-2224   www.rockhalllanding.com

http://www.usps.org/national/membership/memcom/awards_index.html
http://www.usps.org/national/membership/memcom/awards_index.html
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MLSPS Branded Apparel & Accessories 
Jackets, shirts, hats, and bags are available with the new USPS/MLSPS logo 

   

Many items are available 
from the Instant Imprints 
catalog – here are just a few… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Also available: 

Hats - $20 

Tote bags - $25 

Burgees - $58 - $81 (depending on size) 

 

Size 

chart 

S M L XL 

Chest 35-37 38-40 41-43 44-46 

Polo Shirts - $39 with logo 

To order contact Mike Gibson: 

789 Jefferson Way, West Chester, Pa. 19380  

610-888-9380 

gibson_michael@comcast.net 

 

 

Jackets - $75 with logo 

Port Authority -  

Endeavor J768 

Stow-away hood 

2-way zipper 
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By P/C Gary Armstrong, SN
Cliff and Patty Shaw and their sailboat 

C’est Si Bon join an esteemed group by winning the 
15th Forward Throttle Award at this year’s dinner 
on the final night of the Commander’s Cruise.

It was in 2002 when the Forward Throttle 
Award was developed.  Esteban Nunez and I were 
at Zahniser’s Yachting Center in Solomons, Md. 
when we determined that the summer cruise 
needed a fun and interesting finale. 

Our first idea was to invent an award for 
the vessel/crew that best exemplified teamwork, 
seamanship, water safety and navigational skill.  

Or, we could just come up with reasons, 
real or imagined, (and, if necessary, exaggerate any 
slip-up we discovered) to eliminate boats one by 
one until the one that was left would, by default, 
win the award.  Describing how we eliminated 
each boat became the challenge. 

We went with Plan B.
We hustled to the nearest marine store for 

items we could cobble together to make a plaque.  
We found a teak outlet cover, plastic helm labels 
and a piece of rope.  We never thought the award 
would continue, (who knew that our members 

would so 
enjoy 
hearing 
how much 
they had 
screwed 
up?) so it 
was neither 
fancy nor 
engraved.  Thus an honored tradition was born.

Flying Angel won the inaugural Forward 
Throttle award, and it has been presented on 
the last evening of the cruise ever since. 

In 2004 the winner, Wind Elephant, 
elevated the tradition by having the outlet cover 
mounted on a proper hunk of wood and adding 
engraved brass nameplates.

Since then the award has grown to 
include not one, but two hunks of wood and it 
actually looks like we planned it that way all 
along.  A side benefit of winning this award is 
that you get to choose the trophy shop to do 
the actual engraving and you get to pay for it 
too!  (MLSPS never budgeted for this expense).

Read about more Forward Throttle  
winners and losers on our Facebook page.

Inventing the Forward Throttle Award

 
 

 

 

1626  High A ve nue  
Wi l low  Gr ove ,  P A  19090  
(215 )  582 -6 4 6 7  
w hn. s hr i nk w r appi ng@gm ai l . c om  
 

WHN  of f e r s  on-s i te  pr e m ium  s hr i nk  w r ap  s e r vic e s  
t ha t  w i l l  k e e p  your  i nve s tm e nt  pr ote c te d  d ur i ng  
w inte r  s tor age ,  a nd/ or  tr a ns p or ta t i on .   

Wil l ia m H.  Nee ly  

WHN Shrink Wrapping 
Boats, RVs, Cars and Machinery 

Patty and Cliff Shaw, winners of the 2017 
Forward Throttle Award
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MLSPS 2017-2018 Calendar

AUGUST 
  2     Commander’s Picnic, Bruce and Lisa Fegan’s home, King of Prussia, 6:30 pm 
  5     Veterans’ Picnic, Skipjack Cove Marina on the Sassafras, 11 am-3 pm  
  11-13  Pirates and Wenches Fantasy Weekend, Rock Hall, MD  
  26-27  Mini Cruise, Mears Great Oak Marina; beach party at 6 pm on Aug. 26 

SEPTEMBER 
  9     Mini Cruise and Ex-Com / Dinner Meeting, Schaefer’s Canal House (come by land  
       or sea), 5:30 pm; mini-cruise to Chesapeake City Marina  
  10-17  D5 USPS Governing Board – Dallas, TX  
  18    America’s Boating Course begins, 4 weeks, Phoenixville Middle School 
  18    Seamanship Course begins, 8 weeks, Phoenixville Middle School 
  22    Deadline to submit items for the October issue of the Pilot  
  23    Raft Up, Swan Creek; details to come 

OCTOBER 
  4     Ex-Com Meeting, Paoli Presbyterian Church, Paoli, PA,  7:30 pm   
  5-9    Annapolis Sail Boat Show, City Dock, Annapolis, MD  
  12-15  Annapolis Power Boat Show, City Dock, Annapolis, MD  
  19       Dinner Meeting, details to come 
  ***    Merit Mark Deadline  
  21    Tilghman Island Day Festival, Tilghman Island, MD,  10 am-5 pm  
  26-29  D5 Fall Educational Conference, Valley Forge Casino Resort/ Radisson, King of               
       Prussia, PA   Don’t miss it — MLSPS is hosting! 

NOVEMBER 
  1     Ex-Com Meeting, Paoli Presbyterian Church, Paoli PA,  7:30 pm  
  ??    Fundraiser; details to come 

DECEMBER 
  6     Ex-Com Meeting, Paoli Presbyterian Church, Paoli, PA,  7:30 pm   
  16    Holiday Party, Glenhardie Country Club, Wayne, PA     

JANUARY 2018 
     3     Ex-Com Meeting, Paoli Presbyterian Church, Paoli, PA,  7:30 pm  

Continued on next page

Red letter days are MLSPS events. 
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MLSPS 2017-2018 Calendar, continued

  18    Dinner Meeting, details to come 
  19    Deadline to submit items for February Pilot  

FEBRUARY 
  7     Ex-Com Meeting, Paoli Presbyterian Church, Paoli, PA,  7:30 pm  
  15    Dinner Meeting, details to come 
MARCH 
       7     Ex-Com Meeting, Paoli Presbyterian Church - Paoli, PA,  7:30 pm  
  9-11   Greater Philadelphia Boat Show, Oaks, PA  Volunteer to help staff our booth.      
  17    Change of Watch, details to come 
  19    Deadline to submit items for the April issue of the Pilot                

Choose a size:  
• 1/8 page (2” H x 3 ½” W)      -- $10 per issue or $50 for 6 issues 

• ¼ page (4 1/4” H x 3 ½” W or 2”H x 7 ¼”W)  -- $20 per issue or $100 for 6 issues
• ½ page (4 ¼” H x 7 ¼” W)                 -- $40 per issue or $200 for 6 issues

Provide some info: 
Your name  _______________________________________________________________

Name of Business__________________________________________________________

Mailing Address  ___________________________________________________________

Phone   ______________________      Email  ____________________________________

Place an ad: 
• Create your ad as a jpg or pdf.  Make sure it fits one of the sizes listed above. 
• Write a check to MLSPS for the ad size and number of issues you want to buy, and mail 

it with this form to Wayne Barrett, 33 Park Ave., East Fallowfield, PA  19320. 
• Email your ad to Pilot Editor Ginny Parry at ginnyparry@gmail.com.

MLSPS reserves the right to determine the acceptability of all advertisements in The Pilot. 

Climb	aboard	Main	Line	Sail	and	Power	Squadron’s	Pilot!			

Advertise	in	1	issue	or	all	6:	February,	April,	June,	August,	October	and	December.		  
Your	ad	can	start	in	any	issue!
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Come	for	the	Boa,ng	Educa,on…Stay	for	the	Friends℠	

The Pilot
Editor:  Ginny Parry (ginnyparry@gmail.com) 

Asst. Editor:  Lance Parry (lapnews@gmail.com) 
 

The Pilot is a publication of Main Line Sail and Power Squadron, a unit of 
United States Power Squadrons®.  The Pilot is published in February, April, 
June, August, October and December, is on the web at www.mainlinesps.org. 
and on Facebook at Main Line Sail & Power Squadron. 

The October 2017 issue deadline is Friday, September 22. 
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