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On April 3, the Executive Committee voted to adopt 
America’s Boating Club® Valley Forge as the squadron’s brand 
identity for marketing purposes.

The ExCom has discussed this change for months, and we 
knew that some other squadrons had already begun using America’s 
Boating Club. So to be clear, our public identity is now America’s 
Boating Club Valley Forge, while our official incorporated name 
remains Main Line Sail and Power Squadron.  

The change makes clear that the organization is a boating 
club in the Valley Forge area. As obvious as that may be to long-
time members, it is not at all obvious to the public, because the 
name Main Line Sail and Power Squadron doesn’t contain the word 
“boating.” Also, “Valley Forge” is a location that almost everyone 
readily recognizes, while “Main Line” is significant to only some.  

The change puts us in line with National’s initiative begun in 
2017, when USPS adopted “America’s Boating Club” as its national 
brand.

For a long time the USPS national organization and 
individual squadrons wrestled with the idea of changing our name 
because non-members often don’t connect the term “power 
squadron” with boating. 

Both nationally and locally, changing the formal names 
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would be expensive and would have other downsides.
Instead, by adopting a new brand name, one owned and 

registered by the United States Power Squadrons®, we can capture 
many of the advantages of changing our name without incurring many 
of the costs. Businesses do this all the time. The GAP, for example, 
uses four other brands to appeal to different groups – Old Navy, 
Banana Republic, Athleta and Intermix. So we are still legally the 
United States Power Squadrons, but we are also America’s Boating 
Club. Likewise we are legally Main Line Sail and Power Squadron but 
we will be publicly known as America’s Boating Club Valley Forge.

Locally, we are making the change gradually.  First, Educational 
Officer Nick Montalto, SN, legally 
registered our new brand as a trade 
name, referred to in legal terms as 
“doing business as” (DBA).  We have 
started to change our logos, adding 
America’s Boating Club Valley Forge to 
our brochures and this newsletter. We 
are working on new name badges and a 
design for a new banner. 

In addition we recently 
purchased a new sandwich board that 
we will use for our Vessel Safety 
Checks. This should be a good tool to 
help introduce our new identity to the 
public. We also have designed new brochures to hand out with all the 
VSCs to provide more information to prospective new members. 

Another idea was to get new business cards for all, with the new 
name and logo on the front, and a brief description of our organization 
on the back. 

So this year will be a year of change as we move forward with 
this new direction. The changes will well be worth it, and promise to 
breathe new life into our squadron and the national organization. 

2019 - 2020 Bridge 
Commander 
Cdr Frank Visich, S 
1205 Lancaster Ave. 
Berwyn, PA  19312-1244 
C: 610-551-4403 H: 610-296-9291 
frank.visich@verizon.net  

Executive Officer 
 Lt/C Patty Pezely, AP 
130 Oakwood Lane 
Phoenixville, PA  19460-4604 
H: 610-917-9092 C: 610-908-4161 
patty.pezely@gmail.com  

Administrative Officer  
Lt/C David Moretti, AP 
441 Hightop Road  
West Chester, PA  19380 
H: 610-696-2566  C: 610-235-1828 
daveamoretti@gmail.com  

Educational Officer 
P/C Nick Montalto, SN 
2742 Apple Valley Road  
Audubon, PA 19403 
C:  610-308-1235 
nick.montalto.usps@gmail.com  

Asst. Educational Officer 
P/D/Lt/C James Heckman, SN 
422 Houston Road  
Ambler, PA 19002-3431 
C:  215-219-6603 
JLHeckman4929@gmail.com  

Secretary  
Lt/C Cynthia L. Gorge, JN* 
16 Richard Lee Lane 
Phoenixville, PA  19460 
H:  610-864-6581 
aceclg@gorgefamily.com  

Treasurer 
P/C Wayne Barrett, JN*  
33 Park Ave.  
East Fallowfield, PA  19320   
C: 484-678-5137 H: 610-384-0744  
wrfbarrett@comcast.net 

* the person has completed three or 
more elective courses after 
achieving AP grade. 

Click here to 
find us on Facebook!

And check out the 
event photos!
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I’m returning from my 
first boating adventure of 
the summer. It was an 
amazing trip on the 

Schooner Stephen Taber out 
of Rockland, ME. As I was 

enjoying the trip on the main 
deck, I happened to notice it 

had a Vessel Safety Check 
(VSC) sticker. 
       Do you need a Vessel 
Safety Check?  Ask 

yourself these questions: 
How safe is your boat? Does it meet the 

minimum federal and local safety requirements? 
Do you have the necessary safety equipment to 
save lives and summon help in an emergency? If 
you are stopped by the Coast Guard, will you 
meet federal and local boating safety 
requirements? 

Don’t guess; let a certified Vessel Safety 
Examiner check your boat for compliance.

After successful completion, the Vessel 
Safety Examiner will affix a VSC decal on your 
boat. If your boat does not pass the check, you 
can ask to have it rechecked after you correct the 
items that did not meet requirements.

The VSC is free.  A report is filed with the 
Coast Guard only after a successful examination.

Lt Maryanne Boettjer, AP, and her five-
person team of examiners have started VSCs in 
the Rock Hall area. If you want to schedule a 

safety check, please contact Maryanne at 
mboettj@gmail.com.

If we don’t have a local examiner, you can 
schedule an inspection through the Coast Guard 
(http://wow.uscgaux.info/content.php?unit=v-
dept&category=i-want-a-vsc). The Coast Guard 
contacts the five USPS or Coast Guard Auxiliary 
examiners closest to the zip code where your boat 
is located.  

I know my husband, Joe, and I will be 
looking for an examiner for our tandem kayak 
before our next kayaking adventure.

Mark your calendar to help on 
Saturday, June 8, when our 
squadron will have an 
informational tent at the 
Patriot Days Encampment at 
the Daniel Boone 
Homestead in Birdsboro.  

Frank and Patti Visich 
need more volunteers at the 
tent any time from 10am to 3pm 
to help with the Virtual Trainer and 
distribute boating safety literature. Contact Frank 
at frank.visich@verizon.net to help.

This will be our squadron’s third year at 
the event, which attracts several hundred young 
adults. 

Learn more at http://patriotdays.org/. 
And if you go, take a lunch, a drink and a 

chair, and enjoy helping introduce the next 
generation to boating and boating safety.

Don’t launch without a VSC; reach out at Patriot Days

Executive Officer 
Lt/C Patty Pezely, AP 

Make sure your boat 
wears this decal!
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Educational Officer 
P/C Nick Montalto, SN

Edward Pellegrini (Chuck) has achieved 
the Educational Proficiency Award. This is 
awarded to anyone who achieved a grade level of 
at least Advanced Piloting and completed at least 
three elective courses. Now he’s P/C Edward 
Pellegrini, AP*.

We completed our spring boating classes. 
Twenty-nine students completed one of the three 
one-day America’s Boating Course programs at 
Clews Boats and Stoltzfus RV’s and Marine, 
instructed by SEO Nick Montalto, SN, with help 
from Cdr Frank Visich, S. 

Eight students enrolled in the Engine 
Maintenance Course, instructed by P/C Gary 
Armstrong, SN, and three elected to take the 
exam.  Results were not yet available. 

Six students enrolled in the Piloting 
Course, taught by P/C Russ Jones, SN, and D/Lt 
Jim Heckman, SN.  That exam is currently 
underway.

Jim Heckman is the lead instructor for a 
Junior Navigation Course to start this summer 
with the taking of sites; classes will start in the 
fall. This course will be offered at the District 5 
level and be predominantly taught online. 
Anyone in our squadron who is interested should 
contact Jim Heckman as soon as possible.

Planning is under way for other Fall 2019 
boating classes. It does not appear that we will 
have enough students for the Advanced Piloting 
Course, which would be a natural follow-up to 
this spring’s Piloting Course. Some possibilities 
are Marine Communication Systems, 
Seamanship, and Electronic Navigation. 

Members’ interest in Fall courses will 
influence our decision. Please contact Nick 
Montalto at nick.montalto.usps@gmail.com. 

Information about course offerings is at: 
https://americasboatingclub.org/education-
matters

Our club thanks  
Clews & Strawbridge and Stoltzfus RV’s and Marine  

for providing classroom space for our boating courses. 

      

Spring ABC classes attract 29 new boaters
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Spring events look toward summer’s Kickoff

Administrative Officer 
Lt/C David Moretti, AP

Greetings, fellow members of America’s 
Boating Club® Valley Forge.  With the Change of 
Watch now in the rearview mirror, and the 
abundance of rain hopefully diminishing, it’s 
finally boating season.  

The April dinner meeting 
at the Tavern at Valley Forge was a 
great evening.  After a fine dinner, 
our guest speaker was Field 
Organizer Emily Ferrin from 
Audubon Pennsylvania – Delaware 
Watershed. She filled us in on 
watershed conservation and the 
health of our Southeastern 
Pennsylvania waterways, which 
sparked considerable discussion 
among the 40 dinner attendees. 
An added bonus — we raised $123 
from the 50/50 drawing.

The May dinner meeting, 
aka “the Commander’s Summer 
Cruise Planning Meeting”, was held at the 
Brickside Grille, organized by P/C Russ and P/C 
Barb Jones.  Following a delightful buffet, Russ 
and Barb, along with Cdr Frank Visich, did a 
fantastic job articulating the cruise itinerary.  The 
plans include five ports of call as well as many 
daily activities, dinners, tours, and a boat crawl or 
two (or three).  This year’s cruise looks like it will 
be a fun time for all aboard the 14 boats planning 
to participate.  

There’s still time to sign up to attend for a 

day or longer.  The form is on Page 12.
Kicking off Safe Boating Week, many of 

us and our guests joined members from Delaware 
River, Delhigh and Kingsway squadrons, along 

with several representatives from District 
5, for the annual Educational Cruise on the 
Delaware River.  Most notably in 
attendance were District 5 Cdr Walter 
Neese and Past District Commander Brad 
Humphrey.  Following another awesome 
meal (yes, there is a pattern here), Captain 
Tony motored the Ben Franklin yacht under 
the Ben Franklin Bridge, then navigated 
southward past the SS New Jersey in 
Camden, turning around at the former 
Philadelphia Naval Shipyard.  Photos are 
on Page 14.
    Along the way, D/Lt Jim Heckman, SN, 
R/C Bill McManimen, SN, and Captain 
Tony narrated important navigational 

topics and gave insights into highlights 
along the Delaware River waterfront.  Many 
thanks to our narrators for providing a wealth of 
valuable information.  Another bonus — Patti 
Visich won the $85 pot from the 50/50 and 
donated it to the squadron (more on that in a 
minute).  What a delightful evening!

Looking ahead, the Summer Kickoff is set 
for June 23.  This event, planned by Susan Woron 
and back by popular demand, will begin at Port 
Providence Paddle in Phoenixville and include 
paddling “The Loop” up the canal and then 

Continued on Page 10 

Emily Ferrin from 
the state Audubon 
society was the April 
speaker.
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Fleet Captain 
P/C Jim Friedrichs, JN*

Go West, Navigator, around Poplar Island
If you’re on our Commander’s Cruise next 

month, here’s some additional information you 
may find helpful.

On Friday, July 12, the day the cruise 
arrives in Annapolis, the Severn River Sailing 
Regatta Series races are scheduled from 5 to 9 
pm.  The race course area will be from the mouth 
of the Severn River to Spa Creek.  In all, 45 boats 
from 25 to 45 feet in length are expected to 
compete.  

During the pre-cruise dinner meeting, 
organizer Russ Jones said a local boater from the 
Knapp’s Narrows area said that when traveling 
North, he prefers to take the West route around 
Poplar Island.  The cruising directions that were 
distributed at the precruise dinner outline a route 
to the East of Poplar Island.  

For those who wish to use the West route 
around Poplar Island, here is the course:.

Leg 1:  Fl 6 4s 4m to G “83” Fl G 4s.  
Course 303 magnetic.  Distance 5.0 nautical 
miles.

Leg 2:  G “83” Fl G 4s to G “1E” Fl G 4s.  
Course 053 magnetic.  Distance 5.3 nautical miles.  

Leg 3:  G “1E” Fl G 4s to R “2A” Fl R 4s.  
Course 076 magnetic.  Distance 3.4 nautical 
miles.

Then continue on the courses contained 
in the original cruising directions.

Be aware that tugs and tows are 
transporting spoil from Baltimore Harbor 
dredging along the western side of Poplar Island 
to the southwestern part of the island.  They 
monitor VHF-FM channels 13 and 16 for safety. 

When sailing to Rock Hall be aware that 
Swan Creek entrance buoy 4 TRUB has been 
replaced by a lighted buoy.

Buoy changes that do not affect the cruise 
are shown below.

Broad Creek Southern Branch:  Day 
beacon 2S is missing.

Broad Creek Northern Branch:  Day 
beacons 1N, 2, 4, 9 and 12 are missing.

	 	 	 	 	 			
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

Operations	Training	

Operations	Training	reviews	the	Operations	Manual	of	the	United	States	Power	Squadrons®,															
explaining	the	organization’s	procedures,	programs,	duties,	methods	of	operation,	and	timetables.	
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First, I'd like to say this column is not 
what you should do or not do for 

safety. My intent is to get you to think about 
safety. Some of what I say, you may think is really 
dumb; some you might think is ok; some you 
might decide is good. Whatever you think means 
I have succeeded in getting you to think about 
safety.   

That said, I'd like to talk about life 
jackets. There are so many choices. The first issue 
is one of the questions that the Coast Guard will 
probably ask if you ever have to call them. They 
normally ask three questions right from the start. 
One: How many souls on board? Two: Are they 
wearing life jackets? Three: What color are the 
jackets?

If you tell them they are camouflage or 
maybe a dark blue or brown, you’ll be making it 
harder for them to find you. Instead, how about a 
nice bright orange or yellow?     

Let’s look at types. A good place to start is 
what is required by USCG and the state where 
you boat.  Then think about your boating. Will 
you be in the Bay close to land, or offshore 
looking at no land? Will you be alone or with 
capable crew? What will you be doing  — fishing, 
water skiing, or just cruising around? 

The suspender type allows for good 
freedom of movement and doesn't really get in 
the way. It’s nice for fishing or climbing around 

the deck while racing. It’s especially good when 
you’re with crew who can get to you quickly.

Some jackets are designed for water skiing 
or water boarding ( not the CIA kind ). They’re 
usually snug fitting, allowing for tricky maneuvers 
like staying upright. 

How about those life jackets that you see 
for $10 for four? While they may satisfy the 
requirements, is your life really worth just $2.50? 
The only place I can see a use for them is in the 
dinghy. Then if someone steals them while you 
are having dinner or 
sightseeing, you’ve only 
lost $2.50.

Then there is 
offshore boating. Again, 
choose a bright color, 
with reflective areas, 
especially if cruising at 
night, so you'll look 
good when the 
spotlight hits you. 

The CG says 
to have a whistle and 
a reflector (mirror or 
old CD). Will you be 
able to grab them 
on the way 
overboard? 

Instead, look for 

Safety Officers 
Deborah and Bill Northey

Life vests could mean your life; choose wiselySave dark 

colors for a 

key chain. 

Bright, functional, and well suited to offshore boating.

Continued on Page 10
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Sponsored	by	
America’s	Boating	Club®		
Valley	Forge	

	

	 	 	 	 	

	

	

	

	

	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

 

Bring your friends!  All are welcome! 

12:00   Arrive at Port Providence Paddle; get boats  

12:30-2:30   Paddle activity (or walk or bike) 

2:30-3:00     Change, if wet. Get drinks. 

3:30–7:30     Picnic Dinner at Lower Perkiomen Valley           
Park. See next page for details and website. 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

Back	by	Popular	Demand!!!!	

Summer Kickoff 
June 23, 2019 

Come paddle with us at 
Port Providence Paddle 

– and then Picnic! 
       264 Canal Street 

      Phoenixville, PA 19460 
 

We will take “The Loop” by paddling up the canal and drifting down the Schuylkill 
River (2 miles each way). If you don’t want to paddle, you can bike, hike, or walk 
the canal.  Or bring a chair or blanket, a book and a drink, and just relax. 

It’s as easy as this! 

1. Reserve your boat. Call Port Providence Paddle at 
610-933-1420, or bring your own. You’re responsible 
for getting a boat. Rental includes life jackets.  Check 
the website for helpful details:  
http://www.canoeandkayak.biz/index.htm  

2. RSVP to Susan Woron at sworon54@gmail.com or 
484-467-6705. This is a popular activity, so we MUST 
know you are coming.  

3. Sign up to bring food for the picnic. Details and 
form are on the next page. 
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We need everything!    Your name 

• Paper plates, napkins, utensils, cold cups,    
 tablecloths: What and how many? _____         __________________________   

• Hot dogs and rolls  how many?  _____    __________________________ 

• Hamburgers           how many?  _____    __________________________ 

• Hamburger rolls         how many?  _____    __________________________ 

• Salads:  What kind?____________________    __________________________ 

               _______________________    __________________________ 

_______________________    __________________________ 

• Other:         ____________________________       __________________________ 
• Nonalcoholic Beverages:        ____________    __________________________ 

(Specify: water, soda, iced tea, lemonade)        __________________________ 

• Ice:   # of pounds ________       __________________________ 
• Fire-making stuff  (charcoal/ fluid)     __________________________ 
• Condiments          __________________________ 

• Desserts: # ___  What? _______________        __________________________ 
    
We are planning this picnic having everyone bring what we need. Last year  
39 people attended. So, if you are bringing more friends, bring more food. 

Don’t forget to RSVP to sworon54@gmail.com 	

We’re having a picnic! 

What can you bring? 

Lower Perkiomen Valley Park is dog and kid friendly, not alcohol friendly. 
Go to the link below for a map of the park.  We will be at the main pavilion 
(with bathrooms and picnic area) closest to the dam on the map. 

https://www.montcopa.org/DocumentCenter/View/7908/LPVP-Map-2018		
 

Kickoff Picnic  
3:30pm June 23!
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Safety column, continued from Page 7

some pockets in that jacket to put everything you 
might like to have with you; maybe even a 
Snickers bar.  How about some "D" rings to 
attach things to, like a piece of line with clips to 
clip multiple people together so no one gets 
separated?

When you’re just cruising around, 
throwable cushions are nice and you know where 
to find one if you need it for someone. Ok, I'll 
remind you — look under your butt.

If kids are on board you need to really 
check the state law where you are boating. Many 
states require leg straps on vests to keep the child 
from sliding out of the jacket and a loop to 
retrieve him or her. Remember that when it 

comes to kids, size does matter.
 Knowing that your life jacket is in the 

lazarette under the barbecue and the dock lines 
isn't any help when you need it. Keep it handy!

 These are only a few thoughts on life 
vests. Remember you only need them when you 
go over the side, but that doesn't come with a 
warning and it only takes a second. It’s too late to 
think about it when you feel yourself getting wet.

 The best choice is something 
comfortable, allowing freedom of 
movement.   

And the biggest thing of all is to 
choose something you'll wear.  

drifting down the Schuylkill River, followed by a 
picnic.  Details are on Pages 8 and 9. Be sure to 
sign up!  Guests are welcome at both events.

The Commander’s Summer Cruise will be 

the highlight activity for July. 
Unfortunately, because of a lack of 

funding, the annual Veterans’ Picnic has been 
cancelled.  We hope to re-institute a future event 
to pay proper tribute to our veterans.

Finally, with the 50/50 proceeds from the 
April dinner meeting and educational cruise, we 
have over $200 to formally establish the “New 
Name Tag Fund.”  With the recent name change 
to “America’s Boating Club Valley Forge,” the 
Bridge Officers are hoping to provide new name 
tags to all active members. A final name tag 
design will be chosen at the June 5 ExCom 
meeting.  

In order to further this initiative, please 
support any continued fundraising efforts.

Upcoming events, continued from Page 5

Chas Rossi gestures while talking to Kathy 
Gibbons as Rita Rossi and Joe Gibbons compare 
notes at the April dinner meeting. 
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Photos by Meridith Barrett

Getting ready to cruise
Club members picked up 

pointers on where they’ll be 
headed on this summer’s 
commander’s cruise at the pre-
cruise dinner meeting in May.

P/C Russ Jones, SN, who 
with his wife, P/C Barb Jones, AP, 
organizes the annual 10-day event, 
presented this year’s itinerary and 
array of activities at each port of 
call.  

About 14 boats 
 are expected to  
participate in part or all  
of the cruise.   

Janet Louvet, top left, 
shares an experience 
with her husband, 
Jacques, as Patty Pezely 
and Lisa Fegan listen.  
Below, Russ Jones takes 
this year’s cruisers on a 
PowerPoint tour of the 
five ports of call. 
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By P/C Russ Jones, SN
Our 2019 summer cruise itinerary is set for 

July 12-20.  We call this the Commander’s 
Cruise since the commander decides which 
ports of call we will visit.  Cdr Frank Visich has 
chosen five ports.  We estimate that between 14 
and 15 boats will join us.   

If you would like to crew on a boat, let me 
know. If you are new to boating, we can team you 
with another similar boat.

The cruise will include an array of  

interesting activities, all of which are optional.  
They include a tour of Poplar Island, a 

Gilligan’s Island beach party, dinners at several 
great restaurants, more of our celebrated boat 
crawls, the infamous “forward throttle award” 
ceremony (of course), and other events still in 
development.   

Don’t miss our annual cruise!  This is 
where memories are made. Day-trippers and 
landlubbers are welcome!  Contact me at 
wrjones3@verizon.net for more details. 

Itinerary: 
Friday and Saturday, July 12-13 – The Yacht Basin, Annapolis
Sunday and Monday, July 14-15 – Herrington Harbour South, Herring Bay
Tuesday and Wednesday, July 16-17 – Knapp’s Narrows Marina, Tilghman Island
Thursday and Friday, July 18-19 – St. Michaels Marina, St. Michaels
Saturday, July 20 – Haven Harbour Marina, Rock Hall 

The marinas have requested a list of the boats that will require slips.  Please complete this form 
indicating the marinas for which you will require a slip.  Send the completed form to: P/C Russ Jones, 
115 Oak Street, Downingtown, PA 19335.  No deposit required.

Boat Name: _____________ Captain: ______________ Cell number: ______________
Boat Make:  __________ Boat Model: _____ Length: _____ Beam: _____ Draft: ______
Type: [  ] Power;  [  ] Sail;  Electric Hookup: [  ] Single 30;  [  ] Dual 30;  [  ] Single 50;  [  ] Dual 50
[  ] Friday, July 12 – The Yacht Basin, Annapolis 
[  ] Saturday, July 13 – The Yacht Basin, Annapolis  
[  ] Sunday, July 14 – Herrington Harbour South, Herring Bay 
[  ] Monday, July 15 – Herrington Harbour South, Herring Bay 
[  ] Tuesday, July 16 – Knapp’s Narrows Marina, Tilghman Island 
[  ] Wednesday, July 17 – Knapp’s Narrows Marina, Tilghman Island 
[  ] Thursday, July 18 – St. Michaels Marina, St. Michaels 
[  ] Friday, July 19 – St. Michaels Marina, St. Michaels 

You can still join the 2019 Commander’s Cruise

mailto:wrjones3@verizon.net
mailto:wrjones3@verizon.net
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Per Adult # ____ @ $25.00 $ ________ 

Per Child (12 & Under) # ____ @ $15.00 $ ________ 

  

 

 

2019 America’s Boating Club Mid-Atlantic 
District 5 

Summer Council and Rendezvous 
25-28 July 2019     *     Crisfield, MD 

 
 

MEMBER 
 
Rank     Name  Grade  
 
Address       City    State       Zip ___________ 
 
Phone      E-mail      Squadron  
 
SPOUSE/OTHER ATTENDEES 

Rank   Name Grade 

Rank   Name Grade 

Rank   Name Grade 
 

 
ACTIVITY FEE (Required per person except children 12 and under-free) 
Covers all fees,       # ____ @ $ 5.00 $ ________ 
 

FRIDAY Golf Tournament (Greens Fee & Cart) # ____ @ $25.00 $ ________ 

FRIDAY Tangier Island Cruise (1200-1700/Lunch on your own) # ____ @ $27.00 $ ________  

SATURDAY NIGHT BBQ BUFFET 
BBQ Pork Ribs, BBQ Chicken,  
1/4 Lb. Angus Hamburgers 
On buns, Baked Beans,  
Sweet Corn on the Cob, Cole Slaw,  
Assorted Cakes, Iced Tea, Bottled Water 
 
 
 TOTAL ENCLOSED $________ 

Reservations must be submitted by 18 July 2019. 
 

Make checks payable to: USPS District 5 
PLEASE SEND RESERVATIONS WITH CHECKS TO: 

 

D/Lt Apryl Bernard 
1127 Riverside Drive, Mays Landing, NJ  08330 

(609) 432-7449   aprylber@msn.com 
 

Marina Reservations: For hotel recommendations 
Somers Cove Marina, Crisfield, MD Please check the website 
www.somerscovemarina.com/reservations.html www.uspsd5.org 
1-800-967-3474 ask for Mary. 
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New members Kathie and David Bell take in the Delaware River shoreline as cranes unload and reload 
cargo. Among other attendees were Shelly and Kirk Seagers, who recently completed the Piloting course. 

More than 60 join Delaware R. educational cruise 
Boaters from four area 
squadrons and their guests 
capitalized on perfect 
weather at the annual 
educational cruise on the 
Delaware in May.  R/C Bill 
McManimen III (at left) 
explains Open CPN 
software, while D/Lt Jim 
Heckman (right) reviews 
rules of the road and aids to 
navigation. 

Photos by Lance Parry 
 and Dave Moretti
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There’s an app for dolphins too.  The citizen-scientist program Chesapeake 
DolphinWatch is up and running for the 2019 season. Run by the University of Maryland 
Center for Environmental Science, the program studies how often dolphins come into the 
Chesapeake Bay, where they are and how long they stay. If you get the app at https://
chesapeakedolphinwatch.org/, you can be a dolphin watcher too, reporting sightings, 
listening to dolphins, and learning where they’ve been seen.

Briefly Noted

Pretty, but a bad idea. A 
study published in the journal 
Scientific Reports found that 
balloons were the deadliest 
type of marine trash for 
seabirds. Foil and latex 
balloons, as well as their 
ribbons and plastic collars, 
wash into waterways, and can 
be mistaken for food, or 
entangle turtles, fish and birds. 
Microplastics are also thought 
to affect coral reefs and other 
marine life. One alternative to 
a balloon release: Give 
everyone a balloon and a pin 
and tell them to make a wish. 
On the count of three, 
everyone bursts their balloons 
(and disposes of them).

Save those ships. A plan to create a “marine sanctuary” to 
protect a fleet of sunken “ghost ships” in in the Chesapeake Bay near 
Washington could become reality by year’s end, reports Baltimore Sun 
staffer Scott Dance. The sanctuary aims to protect the remains of a 
boom in American shipbuilding dating to World War I. More than 150 
ships — some believed to be even older, dating to the Civil War — 
were scuttled in the cove just off the Potomac River, about 30 miles 
south of Washington, according to Dance’s article. The designation 
adds a layer of legal protections to preserve artifacts and sea life, and 
also can serve to promote tourism and recreation via guided tours and 
visitor centers. Since former Gov. Martin O’Malley proposed naming 
Mallows Bay a national marine sanctuary in September 2014, the area 
has become increasingly popular for kayaking, birdwatching and other 
recreation.

https://chesapeakedolphinwatch.org/
https://chesapeakedolphinwatch.org/
https://www.baltimoresun.com/news/maryland/environment/bs-md-mallows-bay-20190329-story.html
https://www.baltimoresun.com/news/maryland/environment/bs-md-mallows-bay-20190329-story.html
https://www.baltimoresun.com/news/maryland/environment/bs-md-mallows-bay-20190329-story.html
https://chesapeakedolphinwatch.org/
https://chesapeakedolphinwatch.org/
https://www.baltimoresun.com/news/maryland/environment/bs-md-mallows-bay-20190329-story.html
https://www.baltimoresun.com/news/maryland/environment/bs-md-mallows-bay-20190329-story.html
https://www.baltimoresun.com/news/maryland/environment/bs-md-mallows-bay-20190329-story.html
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1626  High A ve nue  
Wi l low  Gr ove ,  P A  19090  
(215 )  582 -6467  
w hn. s hr i nk w r appi ng@gm ai l . c om  
 

WHN  of f e r s  on-s i te  pr e m ium  s hr i nk  w r ap  s e r vic e s  
t ha t  w i l l  k e e p  your  i nve s tm e nt  pr ote c te d  d ur i ng  
w inte r  s tor age ,  a nd/ or  tr a ns p or ta t i on .   

Wil l ia m H.  Nee ly  

WHN Shrink Wrapping 
Boats, RVs, Cars and Machinery 

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

John Beardsley      
Beardsley Agency 
845 West Chester Pike 
West Chester, PA 19382 
484-200-7511 

Coverage for all the things you care for	

	Beardsley	Agency	

Business         Life         Auto         Home  

	

John Beardsley      
Beardsley Agency 
845 West Chester Pike 
West Chester, PA 19382 
484-200-7511 	Beardsley	Agency	

Coverage for all the things you care for	

Business         Life         Auto         Home  

Cruisin’ styles: Bill Northey captured the range — from sailboat to behemoth — while in Nassau.
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MAY 

Anne L.    Carroll         5/04
James P.    Herron         5/07
Bruce D.    Fegan          5/09
Jacques S.    Louvet         5/09
David H.    Tower          5/23
Christopher B.  Dome          5/29
Stuart L.    Kaplan         5/29

JUNE 
G. Minshall Painter IV 6/06
Patty M. Pezely 6/08
Meridith S. Barrett 6/20
Herbert A. Blake 6/20
William H. Neely 6/27

     

Members’ birthdays — light some sparklers!

Organizers say the fall National 
Governing Board Meeting will include an array 
of activities, including hands-on training on 
DB2000, Merit Marks and HQ800.   

Contact the appropriate member 
committee chairperson for more information 
about fields that interest you. 

More details are at: www.usps.org, and 
www.americasboatingclub.org. 

In KY, make friends, improve skills, get the big picture

Fall National Governing Board 
Louisville, KY 

8-15 Sept., 2019

Need	some	new	boating	gear?	

Jackets,	shirts,	hats,	totes	
Virtually	anything…	
Shirts	n	More	–	
Thorndale	

Contact	Mike	Gibson	
MKGibson789@comcast.net

http://www.usps.org
http://www.americasboatingclub.org
http://www.usps.org
http://www.americasboatingclub.org
mailto:MKGibson789@comcast.net
mailto:MKGibson789@comcast.net
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ExCom meeting highlights — April and May

From minutes by  
Lt/C Cynthia Gorge, JN*, Secretary

April 3
— Cdr. Frank Visich reports two 

squadrons have requested the “Jeoparty” game 
that MLSPS presented at the D5 Spring 
Conference. Consensus was we should have won, 
not Dundalk.

— Funds may be available from D5 
Marketing Committee for tents at Patriot Day 
and also at Vessel Safety Check events. Noted 
that R/C Bill McManimen of our squadron is a 
member of that committee.

— P/C Nick Montalto reports D5 Law 
Committee is urging “America’s Boating Club” 
identity for squadrons. Lt/C Dave Moretti 
presented statistics showing decline in national 
membership.

— Visich seeks chair for Veterans’ Picnic.
— P/C Susan Woron gave archiving plan.
— P/D/Lt/C Jim Heckman suggests 

adopting brand “America’s Boating Club Valley 
Forge.” So moved by P/C John Juzbasich, 
seconded by P/C Charles Rossi. Motion carried.

—Montalto urges updated financial 
software. Report on Vanguard funds to be given 
at June ExCom meeting.

—Lt Deb Northey and Lt Bill Northey are 
Vessel Safety Check officers. 

May 1
Moretti gives PowerPoint on branding 

from National. Discussion on burgee, name tags.

— Veterans’ Picnic Aug. 24 or 25. Funding  
being sought. P/C Russ Jones trying to secure 
Skipjack Marina.  [Note: this event has been 
cancelled.]

— Lt/C Patty Pezely notes roster and 
calendar are complete.

— Montalto registering America’s Boating 
Club® Valley Forge with state.

— Jones to give Audit Committee report 
at June ExCom.

Lt Maryanne Boettjer says we’ll be joining 
with Coast Guard on some VSC events.

Inn  •  Restaurant • Marina

Rated #1  
on Tripadvisor

Floating Dock Marina
18 Inviting Rooms

Waterfront Restaurant & Bar
Oasis Pool Bar & Grill

The Eastern Shore’s Premier Resort Marina

20786 Rock Hall Ave, Rock Hall, MD
410-639-2194 • www.ospreypoint.com

Located on Swan Creek

Best Romantic Restaurant
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Joseph E. Gibbons  
& Company 

Certified Public Accountants 

Providing a full range of accounting, tax,  
and financial services to both corporate  

and individual clients 
_____________ 

Tax Planning and Preparation 
Compiled and Reviewed Financial Statements 
Business Acquisitions and Succession Planning   
Support Services as it relates to Bookkeeping  

and Payroll 
Life, Health, Long-Term Care Insurance  

Retirement Planning (needs-based analysis)  
Personal Financial Strategies and Investments 

____________________ 

Joseph E. Gibbons, CPA 

262 Bethlehem Pike 
Suite 201 

Colmar, PA 18915 
215-822-7110 

jeg@gibbonscpa.com 
www.gibbonscpa.com  

The Haly Companies 

Office: 610-251-0342 
Fax: 610-640-3843 

Email: bud@halyoil.com

57 Lancaster Avenue 
Malvern, PA 19355 

www.HalyOil.com   www.GVPropane.com 

Bud Haly - President

mailto:jeg@gibbonscpa.com
http://www.gibbonscpa.com
http://www.HalyOil.com
http://www.GVPropane.com
mailto:jeg@gibbonscpa.com
http://www.gibbonscpa.com
http://www.HalyOil.com
http://www.GVPropane.com
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June	
				1	 	 Vessel	Safety	Checks	at	Haven	Harbour,	Osprey	Point	and	Gra5tude	marinas.	Contact		 	
	 	 Maryanne	Boe<jer	at	mboe6j@gmail.com	for	details.		
						5	 	 ExCom	Mee@ng,	Paoli	Presbyterian	Church,	Paoli,	7:30pm	

	8	 	 Patriot	Days	Encampment,	Daniel	Boone	Homestead,	Birdsboro,	Pa.	10am-3pm.	Volunteers		
	 	 needed!	Contact	Frank	Visich	at	frank.visich@verizon.net	.	

	8	 	 Vessel	Safety	Checks	at	Rock	Hall	Landing	Marina.	Contact	Maryanne	Boe<jer	at			 	
	 	 mboe6j@gmail.com	for	details.		

	23	 	 Summer	Kickoff	paddle	and	picnic,	Port	Providence	Paddle,	Phoenixville,	noon,	and	Lower		
	 	 Perkiomen	Park,	3:30-7:30pm.		Signups	are	on	Pages	8	and	9.	

July	
12-20	 Commander’s	Summer	Cruise,	come	for	a	day,	a	weekend	or	the	whole	cruise!	Marina		 	 							

	 	 signup	on	Page	12.	Vessel	Safety	Checks	will	be	available;	contact	Maryanne	Boe<jer	for			
	 	 details	at	mboe6j@gmail.com.		

18	 Deadline	to	RSVP	for	D5	Summer	Council.		Signup	info	on	Page	13.	
24	 Pilot	ar@cles	deadline	
25-28	 District	5	Summer	Council	and	Rendezvous,	Somers	Cove	Marina,	Crisfield,	Md.		

August	
7	 	 Commander’s	Picnic	and	ExCom	Mee@ng	at	Frank	and	PaW	Visichs’	house.		Details	to	come.	
15	 	 Monthly	dinner	mee@ng,	details	to	come	

September	
4	 	 ExCom	Mee@ng,	Paoli	Presbyterian	Church,	Paoli,	7:30pm	
8-15	 Na@onal	Governing	Board	Mee@ng,	Louisville,	Ky.		More	at	www.usps.org.		
19	 	 Monthly	dinner	mee@ng,	details	to	come	

23	 	 Pilot	ar@cles	deadline	

October	
2	 	 ExCom	Mee@ng,	Paoli	Presbyterian	Church,	Paoli,	7:30pm	
17	 	 Monthly	dinner	mee@ng,	details	to	come	

2019 - 2020 Calendar

Continued on next page

VALLEY FORGE

mailto:mboettj@gmail.com
mailto:frank.visich@verizon.net
mailto:mboettj@gmail.com
mailto:mboettj@gmail.com
http://www.usps.org
mailto:mboettj@gmail.com
mailto:frank.visich@verizon.net
mailto:mboettj@gmail.com
mailto:mboettj@gmail.com
http://www.usps.org
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November	
6	 	 ExCom	Mee@ng,	Paoli	Presbyterian	Church,	Paoli,	7:30pm	
7-10	 District	5	Fall	Educa@onal	Conference,	Fredericksburg	Hospitality	House,	Fredericksburg,	Va.			

	 	 More	info	at	www.uspsd5.org.		

	 	 20	 	 	 	 Pilot	ar@cles	deadline	

December	
4	 	 ExCom	Mee@ng,	Paoli	Presbyterian	Church,	Paoli,	7:30pm	
TBD	 Holiday	party,	details	to	come	

January,	2020	
8	 	 Ex	Com	Mee@ng,	Paoli	Presbyterian	Church,	Paoli,	7:30	PM	
11	 	 D/5	Spring	Conference	Hospitality	planning	mee@ng	at	Joe	and	Pa<y	Pezelys’	house	
12	 	 2020	Budget	mee@ng	at	the	Pezelys’	
TBD	 New	Members	party	at	Bruce	and	Lisa	Fegans’	house	
TBD	 Change	of	Watch	planning	mee@ng	at	the	Visichs’	
20	 	 	 	 Pilot	ar@cles	deadline	
23	 	 	 	 Dinner	Mee@ng	–	Founder’s	Day

2019 - 2020 Calendar, continued from previous page

For	more	informa5on	on	any	calendar	items,	please	contact	Lt/C	Pa<y	Pezely,	AP,	our	
Execu5ve	Officer,	at	pa<y.pezely@gmail.com	.	

Get Noticed in The Pilot 
Place	your	ad	where	boaters	will	see	it	—	in	the	newsle<er	of	America’s	Boa5ng	Club®	Valley	Forge.	
• Adver5se	in	1	issue	or	all	6.		Your	ad	can		start	in	any	issue	—	February,	April,	June,	August,	October	or	

December.		Change	the	design	for	free	between	issues.	
• Choose	a	size:	1/8	page	—	$10	per	issue	or	$50	for	a	year;	1/4	page		—	$20	per	issue	or	$100	per	year,;

1/2	page	—	$40	per	issue	or	$200	per	year	
• Contact	pilot@mainlinesps.org	for	more	informa5on.

mailto:pilot@mainlinesps.org
mailto:pilot@mainlinesps.org
mailto:patty.pezely@gmail.com
https://www.fredericksburghospitalityhouse.com/
http://www.uspsd5.org
mailto:patty.pezely@gmail.com
https://www.fredericksburghospitalityhouse.com/
http://www.uspsd5.org
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The Pilot
Editor:  Ginny Parry (ginnyparry@gmail.com) 
Asst. Editor:  Lance Parry (lapnews@gmail.com) 
 
The Pilot is a publication of America’s Boating Club® Valley 
Forge, a unit of United States Power Squadrons®.  The Pilot is published in 
February, April, June, August, October and December, is on the web at 
www.mainlinesps.org. and on Facebook at Main Line Sail & Power Squadron. 
Contact us at pilot@MainLineSPS.org.  

The August 2019 issue deadline is July 24. 
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http://www.mainlinesps.org
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