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Commander’s Column 
Cdr Susan Woron, P

The joys of camaraderie 
We have had a lot of activities since the last issue of the 

Pilot. The Commander’s Pool Party on August 6 at the Hershey’s 
Mill pool was quite relaxing. Wonderful fresh-from-the-garden 
salads complemented the hamburgers and hot dogs, followed by 
luscious desserts. Our members sure can cook!  A little bit of 
drizzle didn’t put a dent on the evening.  Thirty three members 
attended and DJ Tom Barrett provided music and CDs with 
memories from past Main Line cruises.

  The weekend of August 22-23 found Main Liners at the 
beach at Great Oak Landing for a cookout. They traveled by 
land and sea, shared tall tales of boating experiences, and 
enjoyed dinner on the beach. It was a beautiful weekend with 
good company for the couples who attended — the Louvets, the 
Fowlers, the Visichs, the Gibsons and the Beardsleys. They  
ended the weekend with Sunday breakfast. (Photos: pp. 2 and 8)

     Another mini-cruise to Chesapeake City on September 
12-13 was enjoyed by 17 members and friends. The weekend 
included shopping, drinks on the porch at the Blue Max Inn, an 
Executive Committee dinner meeting, and great company. 

    We are now back to our regular fall schedule as the 
boating season winds down. Read through the Pilot to see what 
Administrator Lisa Fegan is planning, then sign up for good  

   Continued on next page 
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Joys of Camaraderie continued from Page 1

times. There will be a Halloween Party on October 30 at the D/5 
Conference in Cherry Hill, followed by informative seminars all 
day Saturday. Let me know if you will be going so we can join up 
during the weekend. Our fall weekend in Atlantic City on 
November 6-8 should also be enjoyable. Hopefully the warm 
weather will hold out, and because there is so much to do indoors 
and out, we will have an action-packed weekend.

     Please take this simple step to recognize members who go 
above and beyond with their volunteer efforts for our squadron. 
Think hard about who has helped you with an activity this past 
year and recommend them for a Merit Mark.  Merit Marks require 
little documentation. The standard is 15 hours of volunteer work 
in a year. Send your recommendations to me or to Bill 
McManimen at wmcmanimen@verizon.net by Oct. 10.   

     I would especially like to thank our members who work 
under the direction of Lance Parry, our Squadron Education 
Officer. We are currently offering three fall courses. Boating 
education is the most important thing we do and I am grateful to 
Lance, Nick Montalto, Russ Jones and Bill McManimen for 
teaching and arranging for the courses we are offering this fall.

Relaxing at Great Oak Landing                       Photo by John Beardsley

mailto:wmcmanimen@verizon.net
mailto:nickmontalto@gmail.com
mailto:wmcmanimen@verizon.net
mailto:nickmontalto@gmail.com
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Executive Officer 
Lt/C Charles Rossi, P

Another boating season is coming to an 
end. This year, the weather cooperated and gave 
us beautiful weekends on the water. The 
Squadron Summer Cruise had a full week of 
fantastic weather to go along with a great cruise. 
Commander Susan Woron and Administrative 
Officer Mike Gibson also initiated three mini- 
cruises. One was in Northeast, Md., where we 
enjoyed a weekend at the Northeast River Yacht 
Club, the town of Northeast and dinner at The 
Wellwood. We also had a mini-cruise at Great 
Oak Landing and most recently at Chesapeake 
City.

Yet to come is the Fall Weekend in 
Atlantic City Nov. 6-8.  See Page 12 for details. 
Also approaching are the fall sail and power boat 
shows in Annapolis. D-5 is looking for help 
volunteering at the sailboat show October 8-12 
and the powerboat show October 15-18.  More 
info on volunteering appears below.

I recently received an e-mail from Jay W. 
Jacobs, a civil lawyer specializing in maritime law. 
An avid sailor and an officer in the Merchant 
Marine, Mr. Jacobs was a defense attorney for a 
widow and her late husband in one of the worst 
boating accidents in San Francisco history. He 
wrote a book titled “The Widow Wave” detailing 
all of the factors involved in the accident and the 
courtroom drama. 

Mr. Jacobs is reaching out to Power 
Squadrons across the country to encourage them 
to use the book as an educational tool that 
discusses the importance of the advances in 
observational technology, forecasts and 
communications in avoiding future losses at sea. 
The story is hinged upon waves, oceanic weather 
systems and seamanship, along with all of the 
courtroom drama. I hope many of you will read 
the book and let me know what you think. I am 
ordering a copy now. (See review on next 
page. --Ed.)

Summer’s sun yields to fall activities

Volunteer, and you can see the US Sailboat Show Oct. 8-12 or the US  
Powerboat Show in Annapolis, Oct. 15-18 for free.  
The Annapolis Sail and Power Squadron is again hosting the District 5 booth at 
both shows, and needs many volunteers to staff the booth.  Volunteers can get 
free admission to the show on the day that they work, and earn credit toward a 
merit mark. Go to http://tiny.cc/2dpi2x to see available time slots, then sign up.

http://tiny.cc/2dpi2x
http://tiny.cc/2dpi2x
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Squadron Education Officer 
P/C Lance Parry, AP*

Tell us which 
classes you 
want

Book review 

Was the captain negligent, 
or was he just unlucky?

Five guys go out for a salmon fishing trip on a 34-foot 
cabin cruiser. While in a narrow channel outside of San Francisco 
bay, they hit bad weather. The boat and all on board are lost. 

 In "The Widow Wave," lawyer Jay Jacobs tells the nautical 
and legal story of the Aloha, and  its owner and captain, Francis 
Dowd, and the inevitable lawsuit that followed the 
Aloha's sinking.

Shortly before the fishing trip, the boat had 
been burglarized, and among the missing items 
were pieces of safety gear, and the radar unit. Did 
Dowd replace the safety gear before they sailed? 

Was Dowd negligent? Did he have 
appropriate gear on board? His body was recovered 
a month later. A toxicology report showed an ethyl alcohol level 
of 0.08 per cent. Was he drunk? A small craft warning had been 
issued that morning. Should he even have been out there that 
day? 

In the movie "A Civil Action," Robert Duvall's character 
says to John Travolta's character, “The truth? I thought we were 
talking about a court of law. Come on, you've been around long 
enough to know that a courtroom isn't a place to look for the 
truth.”

"The Widow Wave" reminds readers of that truism, and is 
a compelling read as well.  --Lance Parry

The MLSPS Education 
Department  wants to know 
which boating education classes 
squadron members would like 
to see taught this spring.

Choices include:

America's Boating Course 
Seamanship 

Cruising & Cruise Planning  
Piloting 

Marine Electronics 
Sail 

Weather 

Send an email to: 
SEO Lance Parry at 
lapnews@gmail.com, or to 
ASEO Nick Montalto at 
nickmontalto@gmail.com. 

No promises, but we'll 
consider your opinions when we 
plan the spring schedule.

mailto:lapnews@gmail.com
mailto:nickmontalto@gmail.com
mailto:lapnews@gmail.com
mailto:nickmontalto@gmail.com
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Our first Ex-Com dinner meeting at Schaefer’s Canal House Restaurant in Chesapeake City was 
a huge success. We had 17 people in attendance for the Sept. 12 meeting as part of a weekend mini-
cruise to Chesapeake City. It was a great location for a meeting and wonderful dinner. 

We hope to make this a September tradition.

Administrative Officer 
Lt/C Lisa Fegan, P

Ex-Com meeting hits the road (water)

Highlights from the Ex-Com: 
Thanks to John Beardsley, secretary
• October 15 dinner meeting and Cabaret 

Night will be rescheduled
• P/C Barb Jones, chair of the Nominating 

Committee, will seek candidates for open 
positions on the Bridge and Ex-Com 

• 33 people attended the very successful 
Commander’s Pool Party on Aug. 6

• Let Cdr. Susan Woron know if you want to 
attend a D/5 or another squadron event; 
perhaps a group can share rides or activities

• Fall classes — ABC, Advanced Piloting and 
Cruise & Cruise Planning have 19 students, 
of whom 12 are current MLSPS members

Ex-Com members and guests  at Schaefer’s                                                      Photo by John Beardsley
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Fleet Captain 
P/C Jim Friedrichs, JN*

Knapps Narrows dredging — maybe this year?
According to Chesapeake Bay Magazine, dredging of Knapps 

Narrows from the current silted depth of 2.6 feet by 15 feet wide to 
the authorized 9 foot depth by 75 foot width has been placed on the 
US Army Corps of Engineers “to do” list pending availability of funds.  
They have only been working on this project for the last two or three 
years.  With luck, the dredging may occur during this winter.

Minor repairs on the MD Route 213 bridge that spans the 
Sassafras River at mile 10.0 are scheduled to be completed October 
15.  While the work is in progress the horizontal clearance of the 
bridge has been reduced from 40 feet to 34 feet.

Current problems with aids to navigation in the Upper 
Chesapeake that may be of concern to our members are listed below.

Fairlee Creek Buoy B Off Station/buoy damaged

Upper Elk River Buoy 8 Off Station

Upper Elk River Buoy 9 Off Station

 
U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS – BALTIMORE DISTRICT 

P.O. Box 1715, Baltimore, MD 21203 
http://www.nab.usace.army.mil 

Page 1 of 3 

 
 

NON-FEDERAL SPONSOR:   Talbot County 
 
BACKGROUND:   
 
The project is located in Tilghman Island, Talbot County, Maryland. 
 
The project provides for a channel 9 feet deep and 75 feet wide, widened at the bends, from deep 
water in Chesapeake Bay to deep water in Harris Creek, MD.  The project length is 9,000 feet.  
 
The project was last dredged to its authorized dimensions in 2006.  
 
STATUS:  Project has shoaled to a controlling depth of 2.6 feet.  In fiscal 2014, Engineering and design 
funds were received to developplans and specifications for a contract package expected completion is 
in June 2015.  Additional funds required for a dredging contract. 
 
BUDGET: 
 
Federal Funds Data    Total 

 
Allocation for FY 2014   195,000 
President Budget FY 2015   0 
Allocation for FY 2015   TBD 
 
 
 

 
KNAPPS NARROWS, MD 

FACT SHEET as of February 2015 
 
AUTHORIZATION:  The Knapps Narrows project was 
approved by the Rivers and Harbor Act of 1935. 
 
TYPE OF PROJECT:   Navigation 
 
CONTRIBUTION TO CHESAPEAKE BAY:  Contributes to 
Executive Order 13508 goals by innovatively protecting 
environmental habitat, improving water quality, and 
expanding public access within the Chesapeake Bay 
watershed. 
 
PROJECT PHASE:   Operation and Maintenance 
 
CONGRESSIONAL INTEREST:   Senators Mikulski and 
Cardin (MD), Representative Harris (MD-01) 
 

 

Courtesy, US Army Corps of Engineers
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Editor’s note:  Buying a boat is no 
small challenge.  MLSPS member 
Dave Thomas shares details about his 
experience in this and several 
upcoming issues of The Pilot.

By David P. Thomas
In 2007, a close friend of mine and I 

decided that we wanted to get into boating 
in a significant way.  My time on the 
Chesapeake Bay dated back to the 
mid-1980s with the best kind of boats 
there are - those owned by someone else.  
Over the years, my boating friends shifted 
into new phases of their lives with careers 
to be pursued and families to be raised.  
Regular access to someone else’s boat 
diminished over time.  I had a small Sears 
fishing boat and a kayak, but knew that I 
wanted to get into a larger boat to fully 
enjoy all that the bay had to offer. 

While my friend Scott and I had 
spent some time on a lake boat in Central 
Pa. as youths, he had only recently gotten 
bitten by the boating bug after he and I 
began kayaking together on the Chesapeake and 
elsewhere.  We also took a boating safety course 
through our fire department that was taught by 
USPS (thanks to Russ Jones and the MLPS 
education committee). We subsequently got 
certified by the Commonwealth of PA in Boating 
Operations and in Water Rescue Emergency 
Response (WRER) through classes sponsored by 
the fire department where we both volunteered 
in Chester County.  

After having independently 
investigated the anticipated costs of buying our 
own boats, we decided that neither one of us 
could individually afford to get into the cabin 
cruiser style of boat that would best meet our 
needs.  We wanted something that would work 
well for long weekends and the occasional 
summer cruise of longer length.  In other words, 
we were looking at big boats.  With big boats 

come big expenses.  The realization that neither 
of us could do it alone drove us to begin 
exploring a prospective boating partnership 
arrangement where we would divvy up the 
expenses and labor to acquire, maintain and 
operate a boat that we would own jointly.  

We had a great time running up 
and down the Chesapeake by car to explore 
marinas, boat brokerages and marine service

                             Continued on next page

How to buy a boat — and keep a friendship

Success! — The Riggtown Swamper, 1981 Chris Craft Catalina 310
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More photos from the Great Oak Landing mini-cruise
Mears Great Oak Landing Marina and 
its popular Jellyfish Joel’s Tiki Bar on 
Fairlee Creek in Chestertown, Md., 
was the site for a popular August mini-
cruise cookout and beach party.

Among the attendees were John 
Fowler and Pat Visich.  Additional 
photo and information appear on 
Pages 1 and 2.

How to buy a boat     continued from page 7 

The Swamper at Henderson's Wharf Marina in  
Fells Point                        Photos by Dave Thomas

centers.  Over many months in the fall of 2007 and into 
the winter of 2007-2008, we had lots of time together in 
the car to discuss the pros and cons of what we were 
considering.  Having met in 2002 through our fire 
department connection, we had become very close friends 
in the intervening years with many common interests, 
similar senses of humor and a common outlook on life in 
general.  

After countless hours of discussion, we 
decided that the friendship had to be of paramount 
concern in any partnership agreement that we entered 
into.  We agreed that above all, the friendship must 
survive the boat partnership at all costs.  It was a great 
foundation to build upon.

In December’s Pilot, Dave will continue describing 
the elements of his successful boating partnership 
with Scott that lasted for seven great years.
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Angie Di Pasqua, a remembrance
By George Painter, JN

When friends die we grieve, we reflect, we 
reconcile mortality.  Then we reminisce and 
consolidate our memories.

Angelo Di Pasqua, 85, who passed away 
Aug. 27, was a friend to many of us.  His manner 
was quiet and gentle, but his erudition bubbled 
up and was always a treat to experience. 

A graduate of the University of 
Pennsylvania and its Law School, he practiced law 
for many years in Delaware County, and served in 
the U.S. Air Force. He married Caroline (Pat) 
Patterson and they raised five children. He 
enjoyed his family and friends and his time at 
vacation residences in Ocean City, N.J. and 
Sanibel Island, Fla.  

Angie was a longtime active member of 
the Main Line Sail and Power Squadron, attaining 
his Advanced Piloting certification.  Angie had 
worked through the “chairs” in the squadron, 
serving as Commander in 1979-80.  He was a Life 
Member, having earned 25 or more merit marks. 

He may also hold a record for having 
participated in squadron summer cruises -- 
perhaps more than 30. 

During one cruise I was chatting with him 
on the dock at St. Michaels where our squadron 
cruise fleet was staying when an unusual boat tied 
up at the fuel dock.  Angie asked me to join him 
to go look at it.  As we approached, he spoke with 
the owner. It was clear that Angie recognized  
that the boat was a rare classic cruiser with very 

nice lines and an unusual lounging cockpit in the 
bow.  We learned the owner was using it as his 
floating base while campaigning a log canoe in 
the Chesapeake log canoe races on the Miles 
River.  Seeing that Angie had real appreciation for 
his classic vessel, the owner invited us aboard and 
gave us a stem-to-stern tour.  Angie had that 
effect on people.

I am hard of hearing. Angie had a vocal 
quality that made it hard for me to hear him in 
noisy rooms (a stroke years ago affected his 
speech).  He was always patient with my requests 
to repeat things, and now I wish I could have 
heard more of his tales of service in the air force, 
his experiences at Penn and as an attorney.    

Following his stint as squadron 
commander until his death he served as squadron 
legal officer.  Unbidden, he would offer reports at 
the Ex-Com meetings on legal issues about the      

   Continued on next page 
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Angie Di Pasqua, continued from previous page

boating world that he thought would be of 
general interest and value to the squadron.  
Despite his level of education and professional 
standing, he never displayed a hint of arrogance.  
He was a really a humble person.  When The 
Flying Angel arrived at a marina during a cruise, he 
could sometimes be found contentedly sitting at 
the dock with a bucket and brush scrubbing the 
boat’s fenders clean.  

He was a friend who would go out of his 
way to help.  On several occasions he drove far 
out of his way to give another squadron member a 
ride to our meetings.  On another cruise, I had 
the pleasure of sharing a libation aboard The 
Flying Angel with Angie and his wife, Pat.  At one 

point, Pat remarked how Angie would lug a 
briefcase full of client files with them when they 
travelled to their vacation home in Florida so he 
could work on client files while on vacation!

The last time I saw Angie was at the 2014 
Squadron Christmas party at the Ship Inn.  He 
needed assistance climbing the stairway to the 
second floor meeting room.  Helping him up the 
stairs, I could see that he was having pain and real 
difficulty with each step.  He continued upward, 
always presenting a smile and the good humored 
demeanor we all knew him for.  We only learned 
later that he had suffered a fractured hip earlier 
that day.  Despite his discomfort he wanted to be 
with his friends. 

Get Your Halloween On at D/5 Fall Conference
United States Power Squadrons® District 5’s Fall Conference Oct. 30-Nov. 1 will combine learning 

and fun during a weekend of seminars interlaced with music, a costume dance party and tours of local 
sites. The president of the NJ Historical Divers Association will speak, and those not 
attending seminars can visit the Battleship New Jersey and the Adventure Aquarium. 
Find full details on the district’s website:  http://uspsd5.org/.  Register before 
Oct. 9 using the form on Page 11, or by downloading it from the 
uspsd5.org site.  

The educational conference, at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Cherry Hill, 
NJ, includes a Friday night Halloween Costume Party (with prizes), seminars on 
iPad apps for boaters, instructor recertification, and other instruction for first-
time attendees as well as sessions for folks who have attended previous D/5 
conferences.  In all, seven seminars are new.

This is your chance to reconnect with friends from other squadrons, and to make some new ones!

http://uspsd5.org/
http://uspsd5.org/
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D/5 2015 FALL CONFERENCE RESERVATION FORM 
30 OCTOBER - 1 NOVEMBER 2015,  
CROWNE PLAZA, CHERRY HILL, NJ 

 
Member Rank Name  Member Grade  
Address City   ST             Zip  
Squadron Position       First Timer?   
E-Mail  Phone 
 

Spouse or Other Attendees  
Rank/Name Grade   First Timer?  
Rank/Name Grade   First Timer?  
Rank/Name Grade   First Timer?  
 
 
ACTIVITIES SELECTION: 
 
Friday, 30 October 
 Halloween Costume Party # @ $10.00 $ 
 
Saturday, 31 October 
 Members’ Luncheon 
  Chicken Fiesta Salad # @ $24.00 $ 
  King of Turkey Club/Chips # @ $24.00 $ 
  (includes Sliced Fruit, Carrot Cake, Coffee Tea) 
 Banquet Chicken Madeira w/Mushrooms # @ $40.00 $ 
  Grilled Tilapia  # @ $40.00 $ 
  (includes Chef’s Salad, Potato, Vegetables,  
  Cheesecake, Coffee, Tea) 
All events include Cash Bar   Total  $ 
 
Reservations must be placed by Friday 09 October 2015 
Make checks payable to “Absecon Island Power Squadron”  
Send to: 
1st/Lt Lynn Graiser, 1013 Riverside Drive, Mays Landing, NJ  08330 
lynn39@verizon.net  (609) 625-1536 
 
If you have questions, please contact: 
Stf/C Ralph Bernard, AP at rb3513@comcast.net   
 
Room Reservations must be made by Friday 09 October 2015 to obtain discounted rate of $129.00 plus tax. 
Reserve your room directly with the Crowne Plaza by clicking on the link below or copy & paste: 
http://manage.passkey.com/Tracking/track.do?token=bGlua2lkPTcyNzk4OTU2MX5+fnRya2lkPTgwNjA4MDc0fn5+bWV0aG9kPWxpb
mt+fn51cmw9aHR0cHM6Ly9yZXN3ZWIucGFzc2tleS5jb20vUmVzd2ViLmRvP21vZGU9d2VsY29tZV9laV9uZXcmZXZlbnRJRD0xMjY3OTQy
NCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPTU1NDEyJnV0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPTQ2NTU1NDQ1&hash=E2606993529461F42B
06A74D0A229B32  
Or by calling (1 888 233 9527) and mention Absecon Island Power Squadron, three-letter code - AIZ 
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2015%MLSPS%Fall%Weekend%

% % %

Atlantic%City,%NJ%~%Wyndham%Skyline%Tower%

November%6%–%8,%2015%

Join%MLSPS%members%for%this%year’s%Fall%Weekend%in%Atlantic%City%

So%many%activities,%so%little%time:%%Casinos,%malls,%shows,%spas,%dancing,%%

comedy%clubs%…%and%Much%More.%%

Watch&the&sunset&at&a&rooftop&cocktail&party%

Go online to Hotels.com and make your reservation – TODAY 
 

                A 1-bedroom suite is approximately $178 per night – includes 1 king bed 

         A 2-bedroom apartment is approximately $229 per night – includes 1 king bed 
         and 1 queen bed 

Hotel Amenities: 

Indoor Pool / Rooftop Spa / Fitness Center 

1 block to the boardwalk 

.4 miles to the Steel Pier 
 

As the group decides they want to go - we will make plans for specific activities.  
Call Lisa Fegan if you are excited about going!! 610-496-4301 

The Wyndham is at 100 S. North Carolina Ave., Atlantic City, NJ 08401 

BOOK YOUR ROOM NOW! 
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MAIN LINE SAIL AND POWER SQUADRON 
 

2015 HOLIDAY PARTY 
Dinner, Music,  Caroling Among Friends 

 
Cocktails:  6:30 pm ~ Dinner:  7:30 pm 

 
Black Powder Tavern 

1164 Valley Forge Road  
Wayne, PA  19087 

610-293-9333  
                             

~ Bring a $15 wrapped gift to share ~      
 

NAME:_________________________________________________________ 
 

   Check amount:        #dinners  ________          at $40 each                  Total:           $_______ 
 

    Entrée Choice:  Char-Grilled Marinated Flank Steak                                                    _______ 
   (Marinated Flank Steak with Cognac Mushroom Sauce)   

                                     Cedar Plank Salmon                                                                                  _______                                      
                                       (Oven roasted on a cedar plank, fresh thyme, wine butter sauce) 
                                     Chicken Marsala                                                                                         _______ 
                                        (Sautéed boneless chicken breast, mushrooms, Marsala wine) 
                                     Pasta – Spinach Aglio Olio                                                                       _______ 
                                         Spinach, olive oil, garlic, tomatoes, feta cheese. Parmesan, pine nuts) 
 
Send checks by December 5 to Lisa Fegan, 579 Powderhorn Road, King of Prussia, PA 19406   

Make checks out to Mail Line Sail and Power Squadron 
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Reprinted with permission from Sea Star 
Solutions at www.SeaStarSolutions.com, which 
sells many of the products used in this article.

1. Start With a Clean Machine. A clean boat will 
weather the time off better and will reduce the work 
necessary when the time comes to take her out again. 
Wash the topsides, bottom and deck (with a coat of 
wax on the topsides too) and clean all hardware and 
trim. Check for any blistering in fiberglass boats, 
especially for boats that spend extended periods in 
the water. If you find any blisters, treat and repair 
them. Don’t forget to clean windscreens as well as any 
Bimini tops, spray hoods and the like. Let all canvas 
dry thoroughly before neatly storing these away. If 
possible, remove all canvas from the boat and store 
indoors. A boat that starts its winter holiday clean will 
help keep dirt and corrosion from getting a foothold, 
and will be much quicker to get ready in spring. 

2. Flush the Cooling System. For inboard and 
stern drive boats with raw water cooling systems, 
thoroughly flush the engine with fresh water to 
remove salt, dirt and corrosion. In extreme climate 
areas you should also run anti-freeze into the cooling 
system by attaching a pickup hose from a container of 
anti-freeze to the motor’s water pump or removing 
the thermostat and its housing and pouring anti-
freeze directly into the cylinder block. Outboard 
motors should be flushed with freshwater and all 
water should be drained from the engine. 

3. Prepare the Fuel System. Top off your fuel tank 
to avoid build-up of condensation over months of 
storage. Change the fuel filter at the end of the season 
(if your boat isn’t already equipped with one, install a 
water separating fuel filter). Add a marine fuel 

stabilizer (such as universal fuel stabilizer) to the fuel 
tank as per instructions to reduce the build-up of gum 
and varnish, and to keep the fuel and entire fuel 
system clean during storage. After adding stabilizer to 
the tank, run the engine for a few minutes to ensure it 
circulates through the system. 

4. Treat Your Engine Right. Taking the time to 
treat your outboard or sterndrive engine will help 
remove build-up and protect internal engine 
components during storage. For example, carbon 
cleaner aerosol is an easy way to thoroughly remove 
gum, varnish and carbon deposits from internal 
engine parts; clean intake ports valves, pistons and 
combustion chambers, and free sticky rings on two- or 
four-stroke engines. Combustion cleaner can also be 
run through the fuel system to dissolve gum and 
varnish, remove internal carbon and stabilize fuel 
during storage. A key component of this off-season 
regimen is treatment with fogging oil, a specialized 
storage oil designed to protect the inside of the 
engine against rust and corrosion. Simply spray the
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fogging oil through the air intakes while the engine is 
running. It is formulated to leave a protective chemical 
film over internal engine surfaces without leaving a 
greasy residue or causing smoke when the engine is re-
started. It’s also a good idea to spray fogging oil on a 
soft rag and apply a light coat to visible areas of the 
engine exterior. 

5. Oil’s Well That Ends Well. Every end-of-season 
checklist should include a healthy dose of lubrication. 
Change the engine oil and oil filter on stern drive, 
inboard engines and four-stroke outboards. This 
should be done after the engine is slightly warmed up 
to help flush out sediment and impurities with the 
discarded oil. Refill the engine with the appropriate oil 

based on manufacturer’s 
recommendations. For 
high-performance 
engines, consider using 
10W30 engine oil, 
designed for extended 
protection under high 
operating temperatures 
and extreme conditions. 
Then move on to draining 
and re-filling your boat’s 
outdrive gear case or 
outboard lower unit, as 
any water or impurities 

can freeze and expand in cold weather, causing 
damage. Be on the lookout for water intrusion — 
which usually causes gear oil to look “milky” and 
discolored — as you drain the gear case. If moisture is 
present, this could indicate leaking seals that need to 
be inspected and repaired. 

6. Lubricate the Little Things. Don’t overlook the 
many small but critical systems that should be 
lubricated regularly — especially before long periods of 

storage. On sterndrive boats for example, make sure to 
apply marine grease to the fittings on the sterndrive 
gimbal bearing and engine coupler not forgetting those 
on the steering tilt tube and engine trim mechanism. 
Go around the 
boat and lightly 
apply a moisture 
displacing 
lubricant to the 
myriad moving 
metal parts 
onboard such as 
hinges, latches, 
push-pull 
switches, linkages, 
ratchet mounts, bow rollers and the like. For boats on 
trailers, this an ideal time to grease the trailer wheel 
bearings using wheel bearing grease. If you haven’t 
done it at least once during the season, pull and 
inspect the wheel bearings for wear and water 
intrusion, and repack or replace as necessary. Remove 
the propeller to inspect for fishing line and shaft seal 
damage, then coat the propeller shaft with quality 
water resistant grease before replacing the propeller. 

7. Check Her Over From Bow to Stern. This is 
the best time to catch small problems before they 
become major ones. Get up close and personal, and 
use your eyes to carefully go over items that can lead 
to trouble. For example, inspect mechanical steering 
and controls for signs of worn cables, broken cable 
insulation, visible corrosion or rough operation. 
Teleflex Marine offers a full range of replacement 
controls and cables. Check fluid levels on hydraulic 
steering and fill as necessary, while keeping an eye out 
for signs of leakage around seals and fittings. Visually 
check fuses and wiring connections, looking for signs  

      Continued on next page  

Prepare your boat for winter   continued from previous page



     !

The Pilot 
October 2015 

      

!16

of corrosion, loose connections or broken insulation. 
Inspect fuel lines and cooling hoses for signs of 
exterior cracking, bulging or leakage, especially 
around bends, hose barbs and connections. Take 
particular care to test all hose clamps for tightness 
and signs of corrosion. Also inspect all engine belts, 
and if excessive wear or cracking is noted, replacing 
them as needed. Check sacrificial zinc anodes and 
replace those that are more than 50 percent dissolved. 
Also pay attention to the rubber bellows or “boots” 
on your outdrive and rigging tubes, as holes in these 
can allow damaging moisture and dirt to get in. 

8. Don’t Give Moisture a Fighting 
Chance. Check the bilges, removing any 
standing water and cleaning up any dirt or oil. 
Do the same with any lockers, drawers, live 
wells, fish holds or storage areas. Remove all 
objects and clean these spaces thoroughly, 
then place commercial moisture absorbers to 
eliminate mold and mildew during the long 
offseason. Remove all cushions, clean them 
well (especially underneath where mildew 
tends to form) and prop them up on edge to 
allow air to circulate. 

9. Remove and Store Whatever You Can. It’s 
bad to have all the “stuff” onboard your boat 
subjected to the elements during the off-season. It 
also can contribute to the gathering of dirt and 
moisture in your vessel’s storage areas. Get those 
lifejackets, dock lines, fire extinguishers, flares, 
fenders, ski ropes and the rest of your gear out of the 
boat and store them indoors over the winter. To 
protect against damage and theft, remove any GPS/
chart plotters, radar displays, VHF radios and other 
electronics that are bracket mounted, and wrap the 
loose cable ends/connectors in electrical tape. Marine 

batteries should be carefully removed and stored in a 
cool, dry location off the ground such as a garage 
workbench. Clean the battery cable ends and place a 
light coat of white lithium grease on the cables and 
the battery terminals. It’s a good idea to check 
electrolyte levels and bring your battery up to full 
state of charge every 30 days during storage. If your 
boat will be stored on its trailer, block up the trailer 
axles and remove the tires to prevent “flat spots” that 
can occur from sitting for long periods of time, and 
sidewall cracking from exposure to sunlight, cold and 
moisture. 

10. Cover Your Assets…and Check Them Often. 
The best option is to store your boat in an enclosed, 
climate-controlled facility. However, this is not 
practical in many cases. If your boat will be stored 
outdoors, a good cover is your first line of defense 
against the elements. In severe climates, many owners 
choose to have their vessels professionally shrink-
wrapped, which is expensive but creates a tight seal 
against the elements. The majority must make do  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Prepare your boat for winter   continued from previous page

with covering their boats themselves. A top 
quality, custom-fitted cover is best, with 
commercially available supports used to prop up 
the cover to prevent water from pooling in low 
spots. Park your boat under a protective canopy 
or in a garage if possible. If this isn’t possible, 
store it in a location that minimizes exposure to 
wind, weather, falling leaves and sunlight. Keep 

the cover clean and free of snow, debris and water 
— especially after storms — and after checking 
underneath to make sure everything is OK, 
tighten everything down. 

Use these general guidelines to help tuck your 
boat in for her winter’s nap — and hitting the 
water next season will be as smooth and easy as a 
warm spring afternoon. 

Keep your roster information current
You should have received Main Line Sail & Power Squadron’s 2015-16 Roster 

earlier this year.  Please take a minute to confirm that all the information is correct.  
It includes your name, address, email and phone numbers, along with the name and 
size of your boat and how long you’ve been a member of MLSPS. 

To update any of those facts, contact Patty Pezely:

• by email at patty.pezely@gmail.com

• by phone at 610-917-9092

• by mail at 130 Oakwood Lane, Phoenixville, PA  19460

If you want to change your information in the United States Power Squadrons 
database, you need to go to their website at http://www.usps.org/index.php and click 
on Members Log In. Then follow the instructions to enter the site — you’ll need 
your member number (on your USPS card and in the roster) and your pin. The My 
Membership part of the site is being developed, but you can go to the How Do I 
menu and click on Update My Personal Data.  If you want to merge any family 
members into a family account, contact P/C Susan Friedrichs SN at 
sfriedrichs2@verizon.net with family members’ names and birthdates, and she’ll do it 
for you.

mailto:patty.pezely@gmail.com
http://www.usps.org/index.php
mailto:sfriedrichs2@verizon.net
mailto:patty.pezely@gmail.com
http://www.usps.org/index.php
mailto:sfriedrichs2@verizon.net
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 Main Line Sail and Power Squadron 

 

We now take ads! 
Buy an ad in The Pilot newsletter for 1 issue or an entire year (6 issues –February, April, 
May, August, October and December).  Reach more than 125 readers.  Choose from 2 sizes:  

• 1/8 page (2” x 3 ½”) --the size of a business card -- $10 per issue or $50 per year 

• 1/4 page (4 ¼” x 3 ½” or 2” x 7 ¼”)         -- $20 per issue or $100 per year 

To place an ad:  
• Create your ad as a jpg or pdf.  Make sure it is one of the sizes listed above.  

• Fill out the information below.  

Your Name   _________________________________________________________ 

Name of Business   ____________________________________________________ 

Type of Business   _____________________________________________________ 

Address of Business  ___________________________________________________ 

Phone: _______________________      Email:  ______________________________  

Are you the contact person for ads from your business?   Yes ___         No ____ 

     If not, who is the contact person? _____________________________________ 

     Phone: _________________  Email: __________________________________ 

• Write a check for the number of issues you would like your ad to appear in our 
newsletter and make it payable to MLSPS. 

• Mail your check with this form to Wayne Barrett at  
33 Park Ave., East Fallowfield, PA 19320.  

• Email your ad to Wayne at wrfbarrett@comcast.net 

Your ad must be approved by members of our Executive Committee before it can be 
published. 
MLSPS reserves the right, at its sole discretion, to restrict advertising content 
inconsistent with the principles of the United States Power Squadrons.  
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MLSPS Calendar 2015-2016
OCTOBER       7                  Ex-Com Meeting, Paoli Presbyterian Church    7:30 PM 

      8-12            US Sailboat Show, Annapolis City Dock 
       10                 Merit Mark Deadline 
       15-18           US Power Boat Show, Annapolis City Dock 

          30- Nov. 1   D/5 Fall Educational Conference, Crowne Plaza, Cherry Hill, NJ 

NOVEMBER   4                  Ex-Com Meeting, Paoli Presbyterian Church     7:30 PM 
                           6-8               Fall Weekend, Wyndham Skyline Tower, Atlantic City, NJ   

DECEMBER      2                   Ex-Com Meeting, Paoli Presbyterian Church   7:30 PM 
                          12                 Holiday Party: Black Powder Tavern, 1164 Valley Forge Rd., Wayne PA  

JANUARY        6                   Ex-Com Meeting, Paoli Presbyterian Church    7:30 PM 
                          21                 Dinner Meeting: Michael’s Restaurant and Deli, 130 Town Center Rd., 
                 King of Prussia, PA 

FEBRUARY       3                   Ex-Com Meeting, Paoli Presbyterian Church   7:30 PM 
                          18                 Dinner Meeting: Pepper’s Italian Restaurant, 239 Town Center Road,  
                 King of Prussia, PA (DeKalb Plaza) 

MARCH     2                    Ex-Com Meeting, Paoli Presbyterian Church  7:30 PM 
         17                 Change of Watch 
         31-Ap. 3    2016 D/5 Spring Conference, Princess Royale, Ocean City, MD

        The Pilot 
A publication of the Main Line 
Sail and Power Squadron, a 

unit of United States Power Squadrons®.  It 
is published in February, April, May, August, 
October and December.  It is also on the 
web at www.mainlinesps.org.

The District 5 website gives 
current news and registration 
forms for events throughout 
the district’s 31 member 

squadrons in 5 states. Reach the website at 
http://www.uspsd5.org/. You can also 
access Main Line’s website here.

http://www.mainlinesps.org
http://www.uspsd5.org/
http://www.mainlinesps.org
http://www.uspsd5.org/
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FIRST CLASS MAIL 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Come	  for	  the	  Boa,ng	  Educa,on…Stay	  for	  the	  Friends℠	  

The October 15 monthly dinner meeting and Cabaret Night  
 has been postponed.  


